Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 11, 2025

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him;
bless his name!
Psalm 100:4

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” LSB 666
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow’r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints
Lasts but a little hour.

2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3  Astrue as God’s own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
God is with us and we with God—
Our vict’ry cannot fail.

4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise

Forevermore. Amen.
Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain




In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} 1said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
0
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) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P} Letus pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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First Reading Acts 20:17-35

"Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come
to him. *¥And when they came to him, he said to them:

“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I
set foot in Asia, ¥serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that
happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 2°how I did not shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house,
Zltestifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2And now, behold, | am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not
knowing what will happen to me there, Zexcept that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in
every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 2*But | do not account my life of
any value nor as precious to myself, if only | may finish my course and the ministry that |
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. And now,
behold, I know that none of you among whom | have gone about proclaiming the
kingdom will see my face again. ®Therefore I testify to you this day that | am innocent of
the blood of all of you, ?’for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of
God. #Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood. 2°I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock; *°and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 3 Therefore be alert, remembering that for
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three years | did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now |
commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. **I coveted no one’s silver or
gold or apparel. **You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and
to those who were with me. *1n all things I have shown you that by working hard in this
way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 23
The LORD is my | shepherd;*
I | shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.*
He leads me beside still | waters.
®He re- | stores my soul.*
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake.

“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;*
your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my | enemies;*
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup | overflows.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days | of my life,*
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever.

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Revelation 7:9-17

SAfter this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, ‘°and crying
out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!” *And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, ?saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
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3Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes,
and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me,
“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

B“Therefore they are before the throne of God,

and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

6They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,

nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “God Faithful will Remain” Handbell Choir
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel John 10:22-30
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

227t that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 2%and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. #So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly.” ®Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 2but you do not believe
because you are not part of my flock. 2’My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and
they follow me. 2 give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will
snatch them out of my hand. 2My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. *I and the Father are one.”



(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life *}- of the world to come.
Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.



4 In death’s dark vale | fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6  And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Offertory LSB 192
fH | . ‘ | .
[’ 4 D | | I I | | [ | I | I
GEEEESSSS s == =
[ [ [ I ‘
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
H | . . |
[ | | I [ N I [ [ I [ ]
o —eo —— —
Q) | | [ i i I (&) [ ] ) i ]
new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a-
| | |
[ ) | [ | [ | | I
| | | I [ I | | I | | I | T | 1
o S
way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly Spir-it
[ 9 |l7 T —— P — T f — |
[ < [ I I I | I I I [ [ 1 | [ | ® | [ ||
[ l(ﬂ VD | | | | | | | | | | 1 |
Ce ™ oo \

from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -

o] ‘ .
[ 4 I N T I | I [ [ I | [T ! | IT | M |
[ 4% ) I ! = & | [ [ [ [ & [ I [N |
LTAS V] I P N =1 [ [ 1 [ [ &ll I I [ |
I:)V () I i i [ =l A . .

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament



Preface LSB 194
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P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored
to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

Pax Domini LSB 197
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Agnus Dei
| | | \ | — |

o 1| | i | | | I AN | I I | |
1 i - ﬁ‘j—‘_‘_i_lp_'_lp_lp_lp_
\ \ [ I -
(0] Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak -est a-way the sin ofthe

o} | | . [ . | | | A
T — T ! | p— T T i — | N
i i | A —— i
— i
o |

I 1 1 ] I |

o I LI S—
tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.

o) , | | | A | — |
A e—— i — i N—1 —— I
|

D) 1 [ {
O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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Distribution Hymns:

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’'ll Not Want”
1  The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

2 My soul He doth restore again

And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will | fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

4 My table Thou hast furnishéd
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.
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5 Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh Text: Public domain

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711
1  Savior, like a shepherd lead us;

Much we need Your tender care.

In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.

Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
You have bought us; we are Yours.

Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
You have bought us; we are Yours.

2 We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.

3 You have promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.

4 Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,

You have loved us, love us still.
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. Text: Public domain
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“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
1 Have no fear, little flock;
Have no fear, little flock,
For the Father has chosen
To give you the Kingdom;
Have no fear, little flock!

2 Have good cheer, little flock;
Have good cheer, little flock,
For the Father will keep you
In His love forever;
Have good cheer, little flock!

3 Praise the Lord high above;
Praise the Lord high above,
For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you;
Praise the Lord high above!

4 Thankful hearts raise to God:;
Thankful hearts raise to God,
For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you;

Thankful hearts raise to God!
Text (st. 1): Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930-2022; (sts. 2-4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931-2010

Nunc Dimittis
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LSB 735
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benedicamus LSB 202
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Thanks be to God.

Easter Acclamation
(P] Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Benediction LSB 202

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: “l Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” LSB 740
1 TamJesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart | am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.

2 Day by day, at home, away,
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When | hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When | thirst, He bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.
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3 Who so happy as | am,
Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast,

There within His arms to rest.

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724-82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text: Public domain
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