Our Savior Lutheran Church

Mankato, Minnesota

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

August 10, 2025

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise,
but the companion of fools will suffer harm.

Proverbs 13:20

Confession and Absolution

Opening Hymn: “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”

1

ref

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
Your festal banner wave on high,
The cross of Christ your king. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

With voice as full and strong
As ocean’s surging praise,

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old,
The psalms of ancient days. Refrain

With all the angel choirs,
With all the saints on earth

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss,
True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain

Yet on and onward still,
With hymn and chant and song,

Through gate and porch and columned aisle
The hallowed pathways throng. Refrain

Still lift your standard high,
Still march in firm array,

As pilgrims through the darkness wend
Till dawns the golden day. Refrain
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At last the march shall end;
The wearied ones shall rest;

The pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
One God forevermore. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt. Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Kneel/Stand

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203

Stand



Service of the Word

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Sit

(P) Letus pray.

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who
offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading
LAfter these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what
will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” *And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member
of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD came to him:
“This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” >And he brought
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to
number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ®And he believed the

Psalm

LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

12Blessed is the nation whose God | is the LORD,*
the people whom he has chosen as his | heritage!

13The LoRD looks down from | heaven;*
he sees all the chil- | dren of man;
%from where he sits enthroned he | looks out*
on all the inhabitants | of the earth,
®*he who fashions the hearts | of them all*
and observes | all their deeds.
®The king is not saved by his great | army;*
a warrior is not delivered by his | great strength.
The war horse is a false hope for sal- | vation,*
and by its great might it cannot | rescue.

8Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who | fear him,*
on those who hope in his | steadfast love,

Bthat he may deliver their | soul from death*
and keep them alive in | famine.
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Genesis 15:1-6
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200ur soul waits | for the LORD;*
he is our help | and our shield.

21For our heart is | glad in him,*
because we trust in his | holy name.

22|_et your steadfast love, O LORD, be up- | on us,*
even as we | hope in you.

Gloria Patri 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Hebrews 11:1-16
INow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by
it the people of old received their commendation. *By faith we understand that the
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things
that are visible.

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. °By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should
not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 8And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him. "By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as
yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. °By faith he went
to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise. °For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. !By faith Sarah herself received power
to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had
promised. ?Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.

3These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth. *For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
1%1f they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have
had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a
city.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:22-40

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life,
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. ZFor life is more than food,
and the body more than clothing. *Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they
have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds! 2And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his
span of life? If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious
about the rest? 2’Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 2But if God so
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! *And do not seek what you are
to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. *°For all the nations of the world seek
after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3!Instead, seek his
kingdom, and these things will be added to you.



$2“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
333ell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that
do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief
approaches and no moth destroys. **For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.

¥«“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 3%and be like men who are
waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the
door to him at once when he comes and knocks. *’Blessed are those servants whom the
master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service
and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 2If he comes in the
second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! *°But
know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,
he would not have left his house to be broken into. “°You also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I+ of the world to come.
Amen.



Hymn of the Day: “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” LSB 666
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow’r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints
Lasts but a little hour.
2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3  As true as God’s own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
God is with us and we with God—
Our vict’ry cannot fail.

4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise

Forevermore. Amen.

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you refrain from
Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to receive a
blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest.
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Stand

Preface LSB 208

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

RERE

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

F @5

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke



Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not

perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of
life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in

Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us

in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Sit
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Distribution Hymns:
“0 God, Our Help in Ages Past”

1 O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

3  Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

4 Athousand ages in Thy sight
Avre like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last

And our eternal home!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. Text: Public domain
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“Wide Open Stand the Gates”
1  Wide open stand the gates adorned with pearl,
While round God’s golden throne
The choirs of saints in endless circles curl,
And joyous praise the Son!
They watch Him now descending
To visit waiting earth.
The Lord of Life unending
Brings dying hope new birth!
2 He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless:
“This is My flesh and blood!”
He bids us eat and drink with thankfulness
This gift of holy food.
All human thought must falter—
Our God stoops low to heal,
Now present on the altar,
For us both host and meal!

3 The cherubim, their faces veiled from light,
While saints in wonder kneel,
Sing praise to Him whose face with glory bright
No earthly masks conceal.
This sacrament God gives us
Binds us in unity,
Joins earth with heav’n beyond us,

Time with eternity!
Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808-72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

“Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses”
1 Saints, see the cloud of witnesses surround us;
Their lives of faith encourage and astound us.
Hear how the Master praised their faith so fervent:
“Well done, My servant!”

2 These saints of old received God’s commendation;
They lived as pilgrim-heirs of His salvation.
Through faith they conquered flame and sword and gallows,
God’s name to hallow.

3 They call to us, “Your timid footsteps lengthen;
Throw off sin’s weight, your halting weakness strengthen.
We kept the faith, we shed our blood, were martyred;
Our lives we bartered.”

12
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4 Come, let us fix our sight on Christ who suffered,
He faced the cross, His sinless life He offered,;
He scorned the shame, He died, our death enduring,
Our hope securing.

5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
With grace precede us.

6  You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory!
Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story;
Past, present, future—You, the same forever—

You fail us never!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

Stand
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” LSB 936
1  Sing praise to the God of Israel!
Sing praise for His visitation!
Redeeming His people from their sin,
Accomplishing their salvation,
Upraising a mighty horn within
The house of His servant David!

2 God spoke by the prophets long ago,
His promise on oath recalling—
To Abraham made in former years:
Of vanquishing foes appalling,
That those He delivered from their fears
Might gladly and truly serve Him.
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3 You, child, will go on before the Lord
As prophet, His way preparing;
To speak on behalf of God Most High,
His counsel of truth declaring:
Rich mercy and grace for all whereby
Iniquity is forgiven.
4 O bright, rising Sun, now shine on us
In need of illumination;
Come scatter the shades of sin and death
And shatter their domination.
Be guiding our footsteps on the path

Of peace, in Your presence dawning!
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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