Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
September 21, 2025

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.
Monthly Memory Verse:

Jesus Christ: The Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever.
Hebrews 13:8

Confession and Absolution

Opemng Hymn: “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” LSB 940
Holy God, we praise Thy name;
Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 4  Thou art King of Glory, Christ;
All on earth Thy scepter claim, Son of God, yet born of Mary.
All in heav’n above adore Thee. For us sinners sacrificed,
Infinite Thy vast domain, As to death a Tributary,
Everlasting is Thy reign. First to break the bars of death,

Thou hast opened heav’n to faith.
2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn

Angel choirs above are raising; A 5 Holy Father, holy Son,
Cherubim and seraphim, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;
In unceasing chorus praising, Though in essence only one,
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: Undivided God we claim Thee
Holy, holy, holy Lord! And, adoring, bend the knee
While we own the mystery.
3 Lo, the_apostles” holy train B e e
Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 1820-1900, alt.

Text: Public domain

Prophets swell the glad refrain,

And the white-robed martyrs follow,
And from morn to set of sun
Through the Church the song goes on.

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
Stand

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

;

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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o)
5 T T
Dot — :
P —— LY
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.

v
A - men.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.



(P) Letus pray.
O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew the tax collector
to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and inspired witness, grant that
we also may follow You, leaving behind all covetous desires and love of riches; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

0
A - men.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 2:8—3:11

&But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious
house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” °And when | looked, behold, a hand
was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 1°And he spread it before
me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words of
lamentation and mourning and woe.

1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and go,
speak to the house of Israel.” 2So | opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat.
3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill
your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.

“And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my words to
them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the
house of Israel— °not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose
words you cannot understand. Surely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you. "But
the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for they are not willing to listen to
me. Because all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, |
have made your face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads.
%Like emery harder than flint have | made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed
at their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” ®Moreover, he said to me, “Son of man,
all my words that | shall speak to you receive in your heart, and hear with your ears.
1And go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord GoD,” whether they hear or refuse to hear.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 119:33-40
HE

%Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes;
and 1 will keep it to the end.

#Give me understanding, that I may keep your law
and observe it with my whole heart.

%Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for I delight in it.

*Incline my heart to your testimonies,
and not to selfish gain!

3Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things;
and give me life in your ways.

%Confirm to your servant your promise,
that you may be feared.

39Turn away the reproach that I dread,
for your just decrees are good.

“°Behold, I long for your precepts;
in your righteousness give me life!

Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Ephesians 4:7-16
"But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
8Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”

%(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the
lower parts of the earth? °He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all
the heavens, that he might fill all things.) *!And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, *?to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, *until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, “so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes. *°Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, *from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9-13
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

°As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth,
and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.

OANd as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners
came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 1And when the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. *Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Sit



Hymn of the Day: “What Is the World to Me”

1  What is the world to me
With all its vaunted pleasure
When You, and You alone,
Lord Jesus, are my treasure!
You only, dearest Lord,
My soul’s delight shall be;
You are my peace, my rest.
What is the world to me!

2  The world seeks to be praised
And honored by the mighty
Yet never once reflects

That they are frail and flighty.

But what I truly prize
Above all things is He,
My Jesus, He alone.
What is the world to me!

Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
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LSB 730
The world seeks after wealth
And all that mammon offers
Yet never is content
Though gold should fill its coffers.
I have a higher good,
Content with it I’'1l be:
My Jesus is my wealth.
What is the world to me!

What is the world to me!
My Jesus is my treasure,
My life, my health, my wealth,
My friend, my love, my pleasure,
My joy, my crown, my all,
My bliss eternally.
Once more, then, | declare:

What is the world to me!
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645-1732; tr. August
Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -

everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church



Offertory LSB 159
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you refrain from
Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to receive a
blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest.

Preface LSB 160
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(P The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.



(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily
governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and
evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs
and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant Matthew, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
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(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way
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sin of the world;

ion Hymns:

“‘As Surely as | Live,” God Said”
1 “Assurely as I live,” God said,

“I

would not see the sinner dead.

I want him turned from error’s ways,
Repentant, living endless days.”

2 And so our Lord gave this command:
“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land;
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace

Who will repent and mend their ways.

“All those whose sins you thus remit
I truly pardon and acquit,

And those whose sins you will retain
Condemned and guilty shall remain.

“What you will bind, that bound shall

be;

What you will loose, that shall be free;
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n
To open, close the gates of heav’n.”

12

LSB 614
The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.

When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.

All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,

In which You show Your richest
grace;

From false indulgence guard our race.

/\ 8 Praise God the Father and the Son

And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be

World without end, eternally!

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; tr. Matthias Loy,
1828-1915, alt.

Text: Public domain



“Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling” LSB 630
1 Now, my tongue, the myst’ry telling
Of the glorious body sing,
And the blood, all price excelling,
Which the Gentiles’ Lord and King,
Once on earth among us dwelling,
Shed for this world’s ransoming.

4 Word made flesh, the bread He taketh,
By His word His flesh to be;
Wine His sacred blood He maketh,
Though the senses fail to see;
Faith alone the true heart waketh
To behold the mystery.
2  Giv’n for us, and condescending A5
To be born for us below,
He with us in converse blending
Dwelt, the seed of truth to sow,
Till He closed with wondrous ending
His most patient life of woe.

Glory let us give and blessing
To the Father and the Son,

Honor, thanks, and praise addressing,
While eternal ages run;

Ever too His love confessing
Who from both with both is One.

H H Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225-1274; tr. The Hymnal
3 That |3.St nlght at Supper Iymg 1940 Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by
Mid the TWGIV@, His chosen band, permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

Jesus, with the Law complying,
Keeps the feast its rites demand;
Then, more precious food supplying,

Gives Himself with His own hand.

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” LSB 609
1 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

2 We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

13



Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756

I, a sinner, come to Thee

With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;

Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Oh, how blest it is to know:

Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow

By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words | now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law | stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Jesus sinners doth receive;

Also | have been forgiven;
And when | this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him | cleave:

Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
Closing Hymn: “By All Your Saints in Warfare” LSB 518, sts. 1, 25,3
1 By all Your saints in warfare, From all unrighteous mammon,
For all Your saints at rest, O raise our eyes anew
Your holy name, O Jesus, That we in our vocation
Forevermore be blest! May rise and follow You.

For You have won the battle
That they might wear the crown;
And now they shine in glory
Reflected from Your throne.

/A 3 Then let us praise the Father
And worship God the Son
And sing to God the Spirit,
Eternal Three in One,

25 St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist Till all the ransomed number
(September 21) Fall down before the throne,
Praise, Lord, for him whose Gospel Ascribing pow’r and glory

Your human life declared, And praise to God alone.
Who, worldly gain forsaking, Jext: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.

Your path of suff’ring shared.
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