Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 7, 2025

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.

Monthly Memory Verse:

Jesus Christ: The Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever.
Hebrews 13:8

Opening Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth to War” LSB 661
1 The Son of God goes forth to war

A kingly crown to gain.

His blood-red banner streams afar;
Who follows in His train?

Who best can drink His cup of woe,
Triumphant over pain,

Who patient bears his cross below—
He follows in His train.

2  The martyr first, whose eagle eye

Could pierce beyond the grave,

Who saw his master in the sky
And called on Him to save.

Like Him, with pardon on His tongue
In midst of mortal pain,

He prayed for those who did the wrong—
Who follows in his train?

3 Aglorious band, the chosen few,

On whom the Spirit came,

Twelve valiant saints—their hope they knew
And mocked the cross and flame.

They met the tyrant’s brandished steel,
The lion’s gory mane;

They bowed their necks their death to feel—
Who follows in their train?




A noble army, men and boys,
The matron and the maid,
Around the Savior’s throne rejoice,
In robes of light arrayed.
They climbed the steep ascent of heav’n
Through peril, toil, and pain.
O God, to us may grace be giv'n
To follow in their train!

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. Text: Public domain

Reception of Members by Transfer or Profession of Faith
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Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses
Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever
denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up
your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what | now
ask you in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord,
and in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and
confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?

| do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
| do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all,
even death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.
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Do you desire to become a member of this congregation?
I do.

Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your
prayers and the gifts God has given you?
I will, with the help of God.

Upon this your confession of faith, | acknowledge publicly that you are [a
member/members] of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation.
Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of salvation
that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the -} Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to
confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue
steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we
await the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the
crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The grace of our I+ Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.

The new members return to their places.

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

®=
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In the name of the Father and of the ~= Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
Stand

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
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Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Letus pray.
O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all.
Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15«See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. ‘°If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that | command you today, by loving the LORD
your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes
and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in
the land that you are entering to take possession of it. Y’But if your heart turns away, and
you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 8l declare
to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are
going over the Jordan to enter and possess. *°I call heaven and earth to witness against
you today, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose
life, that you and your offspring may live, ®loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice
and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the
land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 1
!Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the | wicked,*
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of | scoffers;
Zput his delight is in the law | of the LORD,*
and on his law he meditates | day and night.
3He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not | wither.*
In all that he does, he | prospers.
“The wicked | are not so,*
but are like chaff that the wind | drives away.
STherefore the wicked will not stand in the | judgment,*
nor sinners in the congregation of the | righteous;
éfor the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,*
but the way of the wicked will | perish.
Gloria Patri 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Epistle Philemon 1-21

Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our
fellow soldier, and the church in your house:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

41 thank my God always when | remember you in my prayers, %because | hear of your
love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, %and | pray
that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good
thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. "For | have derived much joy and comfort from
your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you.

8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is
required, %yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a
prisoner also for Christ Jesus— °I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father |
became in my imprisonment. *(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful to you and to me.) *21 am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. I
would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, **but I preferred to do nothing without
your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own
free will. **For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might
have him back forever, **no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved
brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

1730 if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 8If he has
wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. *°I, Paul, write this
with my own hand: | will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self.
20Yes, brother, | want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.

IConfident of your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do even more than
| say.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “The Coloring Song” Judd Schultz, vocal solo
Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 14:25-35
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

2Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, ?5“If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 2Whoever does
not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 2®For which of you,
desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has
enough to complete it? 2°Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, **saying, ‘This man began to build and was not
able to finish.” 3!Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit
down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he
sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. **So therefore, any one of you who does
not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.

$4«Galt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? *It is of
no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.




Hymn of the Day: “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”

1  How clear is our vocation, Lord,
When once we heed Your call:
To live according to Your Word
And daily learn, refreshed, restored,
That You are Lord of all
And will not let us fall.

2  Butif, forgetful, we should find
Your yoke is hard to bear;
If worldly pressures fray the mind,
And love itself cannot unwind
Its tangled skein of care:
Our inward life repair.

Sermon
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

LSB 853
3 We marvel how Your saints become
In hindrances more sure;
Whose joyful virtues put to shame
The casual way we wear Your hame
And by our faults obscure
Your pow’r to cleanse and cure.

4 Inwhat You give us, Lord, to do,
Together or alone,
In old routines or ventures new,
May we not cease to look to You,
The cross You hung upon—

All You endeavored done.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110003002

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -

everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offertory
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— ! " 1 | 4

| sl 4 |- ]
[ 1 [ [ I I | N [ I | I |
| I IR

1
h N
P

What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to



me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Service of the Sacrament

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you refrain from
Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to receive a
blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest.

Preface LSB 160

And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P)

P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

I —

] I |
I

! 4
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns:

“0O Lord, We Praise Thee”

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!
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2  Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;

May this feast thereof remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.

All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

3  May God bestow on us His grace and favor

That we follow Christ our Savior

And live together here in love and union

Nor despise this blest Communion!
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity:
O Lord, have mercy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

1

Lord of glory, You have bought us
With Your lifeblood as the price,

Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;

And with that have freely given
Blessings countless as the sand

To the_unthankful and the evil
With Your own unsparing hand.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You
Gladly, freely of Your own.

With the sunshine of Your goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone

Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by You, at length believe

That more happy and more blessed
*Tis to give than to receive.

14
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LSB 851

Wondrous honor You have given
To our humblest charity

In Your own mysterious sentence,
“You have done it all to Me.”

Can it be, O gracious Master,
That You deign for alms to sue,

Saying by Your poor and needy,
“Give as I have giv’n to you™?

Lord of glory, You have bought us
With Your lifeblood as the price,

Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust You boldly,
Hope, to stay our souls on You;

But, oh, best of all Your graces,

With Your love our love renew.

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.
Text: Public domain



“Take My Life and Let It Be”

1

Stand

Thank the Lord
f

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;

Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee,
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee,
Filled with messages from Thee.

LSB 784

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect and use

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose,
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne,

It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,

Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79 Text: Public
domain
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” LSB 707
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!

2  Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way,
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.

4 Make me to walk in Thy commands—
"Tis a delightful road—
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Text: Public domain
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