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The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

November 23, 2025 
 

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ known.  
 

 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
“13And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: 

 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
Revelation 14:13 

 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” LSB 516 
1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

The watchmen on the heights are crying; 

    “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 

    “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! 

Your lamps with gladness take! 

    Alleluia! 

With bridal care 

Yourselves prepare 

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 

    She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

    Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 

    Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all 

The wedding hall 

To eat the Supper at Thy call. 
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3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, 

Let saints and angels sing before Thee 

    With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 

Of one pearl each shining portal, 

Where, joining with the choir immortal, 

    We gather round Thy radiant throne. 

No eye has seen the light, 

No ear has heard the might 

    Of Thy glory; 

Therefore will we 

Eternally 

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608  Text: Public domain 

 

[8:00] Go to page 6, Confession and Absolution 

 
[10:30]  Holy Baptism Ivan Scott Friedrichs 

 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves 

you.” 
  

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are 

under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost 

forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin 

of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
 

P How are you named? 

R Ivan Scott Friedrichs 
 

P Ivan Friedrichs, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 

upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 

unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You 

preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through 

the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. 
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Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You 

sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away 

of sin. 

 

We pray that You would behold Ivan according to Your boundless mercy and bless 

him with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in him, 

which has been inherited from Adam and which he himself have committed since, 

would be drowned and die. Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of 

the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving 

Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all 

believers in Your promise, he would be declared worthy of eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 

baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors 

are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small 

Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they 

sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and 

nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of 

the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of 

faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 
  

P Is it your intention to serve Ivan as a sponsor in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His 

grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased 

and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 

such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in 

His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P Ivan, do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 
 

P Ivan, do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Ivan Scott Friedrichs, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before 
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the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. 
 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of 

the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, 

that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 
 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our sisters in Christ, that 

together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him 

who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Ivan the new birth in 

Holy Baptism and made him a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an 

heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as he has now 

become Your child, You would keep him in his baptismal grace, that according to 

Your good pleasure he may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and 

honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised 

inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin 

Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us 

remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture him that he may 

attain to the full stature intended for him in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of this child 

and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You have given them. 

Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. 

Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally with their 

children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution LSB 185 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray.  

 Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive 

Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, 

may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:13–18 
 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we 

spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our 

keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now 

we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and 

they escape.’” 

 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and 

heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the 

LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day 

when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son 

who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and 

the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.” 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 46 
1God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 

 a very present help in | trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 
3though its waters | roar and foam,* 

 though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 

 the holy habitation of the | Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 

 God will help her when | morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 

 he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 

 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

8Come, behold the works | of the LORD,* 

 how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots | with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that | I am God.* 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted | in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 

 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 
 

Gloria Patri 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle Colossians 1:13–20 
 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 

his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
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preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him 

to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 

blood of his cross. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 23:27–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
  

 
   
27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were 

mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of 

Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For 

behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs 

that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the 

mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the 

wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And 

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 

they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people 

stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save 

himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? 

Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are 

receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day:  “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” LSB 534 
1 Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendor, 

    First-begotten from the dead, 

You alone, our strong defender, 

    Lifting up Your people’s head. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Jesus, true and living bread! 

    Jesus, true and living bread! 

 

2 Though the lowliest form now veil You 

    As of old in Bethlehem, 

Here as there Your angels hail You, 

    Branch and flow’r of Jesse’s stem. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    We in worship join with them; 

    We in worship join with them. 

 

3 Paschal Lamb, Your off’ring, finished 

    Once for all when You were slain, 

In its fullness undiminished 

    Shall forevermore remain, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain; 

    Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain. 

 

4 Life-imparting heav’nly manna, 

    Stricken rock with streaming side, 

Heav’n and earth with loud hosanna 

    Worship You, the Lamb who died, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Ris’n, ascended, glorified! 

    Ris’n, ascended, glorified! 
Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt. Text: Public 

domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to 

commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you refrain from 

Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to receive a 

blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

Preface LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

 

Distribution Hymns:   
 

“The Tree of Life” LSB 561 
1 The tree of life with ev’ry good 

In Eden’s holy orchard stood, 

And of its fruit so pure and sweet 

God let the man and woman eat. 

Yet in this garden also grew 

Another tree, of which they knew; 

Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned 

Against whose eating God had 

warned. 
 

2 The stillness of that sacred grove 

Was broken, as the serpent strove 

With tempting voice Eve to beguile 

And Adam too by sin defile. 

O day of sadness when the breath 

Of fear and darkness, doubt and death, 

Its awful poison first displayed 

Within the world so newly made. 
 

3 What mercy God showed to our race, 

A plan of rescue by His grace: 

In sending One from woman’s seed, 

The One to fill our greatest need— 

For on a tree uplifted high 

His only Son for sin would die, 

Would drink the cup of scorn and 

dread 

To crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 

4 Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame 

Flows life eternal in His name; 

For all who trust and will believe, 

Salvation’s living fruit receive. 

And of this fruit so pure and sweet 

The Lord invites the world to eat, 

To find within this cross of wood 

The tree of life with ev’ry good. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

 
“At the Name of Jesus” LSB 512 

1 At the name of Jesus

    Ev’ry knee shall bow, 

Ev’ry tongue confess Him 

    King of glory now. 

’Tis the Father’s pleasure 

    We should call Him Lord, 

Who from the beginning 

    Was the mighty Word. 
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2 At His voice creation 

    Sprang at once to sight, 

All the angel faces, 

    All the hosts of light, 

Thrones and bright dominions, 

    Stars upon their way, 

All the heav’nly orders 

    In their great array. 

 

3 Humbled for a season, 

    To receive a name 

From the lips of sinners 

    Unto whom He came, 

Faithfully He bore it 

    Spotless to the last, 

Brought it back victorious 

    When from death He passed; 

 

4 Bore it up triumphant 

    With its human light, 

Through all ranks of creatures 

    To the central height, 

To the throne of Godhead, 

    To the Father’s breast, 

Filled it with the glory 

    Of that perfect rest. 

 

5 In your hearts enthrone Him; 

    There let Him subdue 

All that is not holy, 

    All that is not true: 

Crown Him as your captain 

    In temptation’s hour; 

Let His will enfold you 

    In its light and pow’r. 
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6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    Shall return again 

In His Father’s glory, 

    With His angel train; 

For all wreaths of empire 

    Meet upon His brow, 

And our hearts confess Him 

    King of glory now. 

 

D  7 Glory then to Jesus, 

    Who, the Prince of light, 

To a world in darkness 

    Brought the gift of sight; 

Praise to God the Father; 

    In the Spirit’s love 

Praise we all together 

    Him who reigns above. 
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–77, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” LSB 515 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

    And let your lights appear; 

The evening is advancing, 

    And darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising 

    And soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

    At midnight comes the cry. 
 

2 The watchers on the mountain 

    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

Go forth as He approaches 

    With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; 

    The gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; 

    The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience 

    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever 

    When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory 

    The Lamb they shall behold; 

In triumph cast before Him 

    Their diadems of gold. 
 

4 Our hope and expectation, 

    O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, 

    O’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 

    We plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption 

    That sets Your people free! 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. 
Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. Text: Public domain

 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
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A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” LSB 422 
1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

    Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. Text: Public domain 
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