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The Second Midweek Service in Advent
December 10, 2025

Opening Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” LSB 359
1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death He saves us

And lightens ev’ry load.

4 O Savior, child of Mary,

Who felt our human woe;

O Savior, King of glory,
Who dost our weakness know:

Bring us at length we pray
To the bright courts of heaven,

And to the endless day.
Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808

59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876-1948
Text: Public domain

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
Phos Hilaron LSB 244
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Joy-ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
Thanksgiving for Light
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We praise and thank You, O God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,
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that You have enlightened us by revealing the Light that nev - er fades.
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Night is fall- ing, and day’s allotted span draws to a close.
has fall - en,
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The daylight which You created for our plea - sure has fully sat - is-fied us,
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and yet, of Your free gift, now the evening lights do not fail us.
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We praise You and glorify You through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord;
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through Him be glory, honor, and power
to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and for -ev - er and ev - er.
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Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore mymouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(I] Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed -ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing
Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and
may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334
1 O Lotd, how shall I meet You,
How welcome You aright?
Your people long to greet You,
My hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy,
Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly
All that may please You best.



Your Zion strews before You

Green boughs and fairest palms;
And I too will adore You

With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever

For You with praises new

And from Your name shall never
Withhold the honor due.

I lay in fetters, groaning;
You came to set me free.

I stood, my shame bemoaning;
You came to honot me.

A glorious crown You give me,
A treasure safe on high

That will not fail or leave me
As earthly riches fly.

Love caused Your incarnation;
Love brought You down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation
Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling,
That led You to embrace
In love, all love excelling,
Our lost and fallen race.

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Text: Public domain
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Readings

Reading
A reading from Zephaniah, chapter 3.

Israel’s Joy and Restoration

®

148ing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israell
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
160n that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
17The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18] will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19Behold, at that time I will deal
with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

O Lotd, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Zephaniah 3:14—20



Reading 1 Jobn 4:7-21
A reading from 1 John, chapter 4.

God Is Love

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. %In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 1°In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. '"Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. '2No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. 1¥And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to
be the Savior of the world. >Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 19So we have come to know and to believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him. "By this is love perfected with us, so that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this
world. ¥There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. "We
love because he first loved us. 2)If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his
brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we have
from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the

prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon

Canticle

Stand



Magnificat
Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . ... .. me,
3 He has shownstrength withHis . . . .. ... ... .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . .. ............ His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . ... ... .. ... ... . ...... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . .. ... ... ... ... .. Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ... ... ... .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . .. ... ... A - men. Refrain
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Prayer

Litany 1.5B 249
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word
“Lord” is sung simultaneonsly by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents|, for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in
every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this
and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

F®

For . . . |additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus I.SB 252
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Let us bless the Lord.

o
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 252
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(P} The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the =T+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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A - men.

Closing Hymn: “The Day Thou Gavest” LSB 886
1 The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
The darkness falls at Thy behest;
To Thee our morning hymns ascended,
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

2 We thank Thee that Thy Church, unsleeping
While earth rolls onward into light,
Through all the world her watch is keeping,
And never rests by day or night.

3 As O’er each continent and island
The dawn leads on another day,
The voice of prayer is never silent,
Nor dies the strain of praise away.
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4 'The sun, that bids us rest, is waking
Thy saints beneath the western skies,
And hour by hour, as day is breaking,
Fresh hymns of thankful praise arise.

5  So beit, Lord! Thy throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
Thy kingdom stands and grows forever,
Till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93, alt.
Text: Public domain
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