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The Third Midweek Service in Advent 
December 17, 2025 

 
Opening Hymn:  “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” LSB 
883 
1 All praise to Thee, my God, this night 

For all the blessings of the light. 
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath Thine own almighty wings. 

 
2 Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son, 

The ill that I this day have done, 
That with the world, myself, and Thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

 
3 Teach me to live that I may dread 

The grave as little as my bed. 
Teach me to die that so I may 
Rise glorious at the awe-full day. 

 
4 Oh, may my soul in Thee repose, 

And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close, 
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make 
To serve my God when I awake! 

 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 

 D  6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Service of Light 
 
Stand 



3 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Sit 

 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 
and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, 
we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole 
heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334 
1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 

    How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, 
    My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, 
    Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
    All that may please You best. 

 
2 Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You 
    With joyous songs and psalms. 
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My heart shall bloom forever 
    For You with praises new 
And from Your name shall never 
    Withhold the honor due. 

 

3 I lay in fetters, groaning; 
    You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
    You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 
    A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
    As earthly riches fly. 

 

4 Love caused Your incarnation; 
    Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
    Procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
    That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, 
    Our lost and fallen race. 

 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Readings 
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Reading Micah 7:18–20 

L A reading from Micah, chapter 7. 
 

 God’s Steadfast Love and Compassion 

18Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
 and passing over transgression 
 for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
 because he delights in steadfast love. 
19He will again have compassion on us; 
 he will tread our iniquities under foot. 
You will cast all our sins 
 into the depths of the sea. 
20You will show faithfulness to Jacob 
 and steadfast love to Abraham, 
as you have sworn to our fathers 
 from the days of old. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading 2 Timothy 4:1–8 

L A reading from 2 Timothy, chapter 4. 
  

Preach the Word 

 1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the 
word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with complete patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As for you, always be 
sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 
 6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of 
my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on 
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 
prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Anthem: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Brass 
 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 
 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Prayer 
Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word 
“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for 
all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments 
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
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Benediction LSB 252 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn:  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” LSB 356    
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

 

2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 
    Gloria! 

 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 
    Gloria! 

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924; Basque, c. 18th cent.  Text: Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 
Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the 

ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Serving today: 
Liturgist and Preacher .................................................... Rev. Adam M. Matheny 
Organist ................................................................................................. Susan Klute 
Special Music .................................................................................................... Brass 
Elder of the Day ............................................................................ Andrew Bittner 


