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At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ 
known.  

 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 

life.”   John 8:12 
 

Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that you are 
here to hear God’s Word and share His gifts with us. We thank God that 
He comes to us again to forgive us our sins and prepare us for eternal life 
today, and we are grateful that He has brought you here to be with us.  
 
Each week we receive the Sacrament of the Altar where the Lord Jesus 
comes to us with His body and blood for us to eat and drink. In this sacred 
meal our Lord forgives our sins and strengthens us to live faithfully in 
communion with Him and with each other. For us this is a family meal 
and Christ’s expectations of us are important. If you are not an active 
participant in the Our Savior’s family or one of our sister congregations 
in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod we would ask you to join our 
family before sharing this sacrament with us. For those not communing 
we would love for you to join us at the table as a sign of Christian unity. 
Simply cross your arms over your chest and our pastors will give you a 
blessing from the Lord. If you have any questions about this or are new 
here our pastors would love to talk with you. God bless you! 
 

On the Cover:  Concert of Angels from the Isenheim Altarpiece, 

Matthias Grunewald, 1515 

 

Serving today: 

Liturgist ....................................................................... Rev. Adam M. Matheny  
Preacher ...................................................................... Rev. John H. Koopman 
Organist ...................................................................................... Edith Williams 
Special Music .......................... Introductory Choir; Introductory Bell Choir 
                       ........................................................................ Vocal Choir Men 
Elder of the Day .......................................................................Mike Anderson 
Acolytes............................................................. Jackson Ling; Lydia Bjortomt 
Sacristan ....................................................................................  Kurt Anderson 
Usher Team  ............ Team 3: Bob Baker; Jeanne Anderson; Hunter Farris             
A/V Tech ...................................................................................... Joel Maunula 
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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Children’s Christmas Service 

December 21, 2025 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, 
alt. Text: Public domain 
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Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 
 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie 
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A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace 
and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
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The Message Presented by the Children  

P Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ.  

C May His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. 

 
Grades 1-2: “Oh, sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done Marvelous 
things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him!” 
Psalm 98:1 

 
Grades 5-6:” The Lord has made known his salvation: he has revealed his 
righteousness in the sight of the nations. He has remembered his steadfast 
love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the Earth have 
seen the salvation of our God!”  
Psalm 98:2-3 

 
Children: Glory to God in the Highest!  

C Peace to his people on Earth!  
 
“Angels We Have Heard on High”   Sunday School Children  
 
Luke 1:26–27, 30–33 Elijah Matheny:  “In the sixth month, the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named  Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David.  And the virgin’s name was Mary. . . . And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.”   
 

Grades 3-4:” Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth 
into joyous song and sing praises! Sing Praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
with the lyre and the sound of the melody! Psalm 98:4-5 
 
Little Lambs: “With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a 
joyful noise before the King of the Lord!” Psalm 98:6 

 
Children: Glory to God in the Highest!  

C Peace to his people on Earth!  
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Anthem: “Go Tell It On the Mountain” Introductory Choir 
 
Luke 2:1-7 Endre Anderson: “In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they 
were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in 
a  manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”  
 

Children: Glory to God in the Highest!  

C Peace to his people on Earth!  
 

Anthem: “Arise, O Christian People”  Vocal Choir Men 
 
Luke 2:8-12  Jimmy Bittner:  “And in the same region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find 
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

 
Luke 2:13-15  Jasper Leiferman “And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God  and saying, 'Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He  is pleased!” 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to  one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which  the Lord has made known to us.”   
 

Anthem: “Christmas Slumber Song” Introductory Bell Choir 
 

Psalm 98:7-9  Board of Elders: “Let the sea roar and all that fills it; the 
world and those who dwell in it! Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills 
sing for joy together before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He 
will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity!”  

 
Children: Glory to God in the Highest!  

C Peace to his people on Earth!   
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Congregation Hymn: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  LSB 367 
1  Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 
    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 
ref Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
2  Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

 
3  Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 
    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 
4  Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 
 5  All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising 
    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
Luke 2:16-21 Wesley Whitmore: “And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when he was 
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb.”  

 
“God Loves Me Dearly”  Sunday School Children  
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Matthew 2:1-2, 9b-11  Elijah Matheny:  ““Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the day of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have to worship him. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And when they entered the house, 
they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they fell and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, including gold, 
frankincense, and Myrrh.”  

 
Children: Glory to God in the Highest!  

C Peace to his people on Earth!  
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 
no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 
might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to 
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 
  
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in 
His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the 
forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in 
glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 
 

Distribution Hymns: 
 

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” LSB 348 
1  The King shall come when morning dawns 

    And light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills 
    And life to joy awakes. 

 

2  Not as of old a little child, 
    To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun 
    That lights the morning sky. 

 

3  Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
    When Christ, victorious, rose 
And left the lonesome place of death 
    Despite the rage of foes. 

 

4  Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 
    Shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes 
    And we shall see His face. 
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5  The King shall come when morning dawns 
    And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
    Come quickly, King of kings! 

Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 
1  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

2  A righteous Helper comes to thee; 
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 

3  How blest the land, the city blest, 
Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 

4  Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 
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5  Redeemer, come and open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name. 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

“Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors” LSB 339 
1  Lift up your heads, you everlasting doors, 

And weep no more! 
    O Zion’s daughter, sing, 
    To greet your coming King; 
Now wave the victor’s palm 
And sing the ancient psalm: 
    “Lift up your heads, you everlasting gates!” 
    Your King awaits! 

 

2  Who is this King of great and glorious fame? 
What is His name? 
    Lord God of Sabaoth, 
    Of whom the prophets wrote, 
Whose chosen, humble steed 
Declares Him king indeed! 
    Hosanna, Lord! Messiah, come and save 
    From sin and grave. 

 
3  Who may ascend Mount Zion’s holy hill 

To do God’s will? 
    The One whose unstained hands 
    Can meet the Law’s demands, 
Whose purity within 
Reveals One free from sin. 
    Come, praise this King who claims the cross as throne— 
    Praise Him alone! 

 

4  “Worthy is Christ!” The Lamb who once was slain 
Now lives to reign. 
    He rules our earthly ways 
    As Lord of Ancient Days— 
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  O join the endless song 
Sung by the ransomed throng: 
    “Worthy is Christ!” The Lamb be praised again! 
    Amen! Amen! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110003002 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank 
You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” LSB 350 
1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

    Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! 
    Open are to Thee all portals. 
Come, Thy beauty let us see; 
Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 

2 Enter now my waiting heart, 
    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 
    Though I am but poor and lowly. 
Ah, what riches will be mine 
When Thou art my guest divine! 
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3 My hosannas and my palms 
    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 
Evermore, as best I can, 
    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 
And in faith I will embrace, 
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 

4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 
    Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
    Bring us blessing and salvation, 
That forever we may sing: 
Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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