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The Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2025 
3:00 & 5:00 p.m.  

 
Opening Hymn:  “Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376 

1 Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, 

    Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

    And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

    Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 

 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

    Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle 

    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 

 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Service of Light 
 

Stand 

 

L The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

understood it. 
  

L On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned. 

C We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who 

came from the Father. 
  

L For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

L Joyous light of glory: 

C of the immortal Father; heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. We 

have come to the setting of the sun, and we look to the evening 

light. We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: You are 

worthy of being praised with pure voices forever. O Son of God, 

O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory. 
 

Thanksgiving for Light 

L We praise and thank You, O God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, that You have enlightened us by revealing the Light that 

never fades. Night is falling, and day’s allotted span draws to a close. 

The daylight which You created for our pleasure has fully satisfied 

us, and yet, of Your free gift, now the evening lights do not fail us. 

We praise You and glorify You through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and power to You in the Holy 

Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, 

and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified 

minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the 

whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379, sts. 1, ref 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Genesis 3:8–19 

L A reading from Genesis, chapter 3. 

  

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD 

God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, 

“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The 

man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 

of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 

this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 

and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat  all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 

 in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 

 and he shall rule over you.” 
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 17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

 and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 

 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; 

 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  

 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 

till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” LSB 372, sts. 1, 3, 5 
1 O Jesus Christ, 

    Thy manger is 

My paradise at which my soul reclineth. 

    For there, O Lord, 

    Doth lie the Word 

Made flesh for us; herein Thy grace forth shineth. 

 

3 Thy light and grace 

    Our guilt efface, 

Thy heav’nly riches all our loss retrieving. 

    Immanuel, 

    Thy birth doth quell 

The pow’r of hell and Satan’s bold deceiving. 

 

5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 9. 
  

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
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3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  “Joy to the World” LSB 387 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Luke 1:26–38 

L A reading from Luke, chapter 1. 

  

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 

Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 

tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And 

behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 

son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For 

nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I 

am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 

And the angel departed from her. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 
 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, 

    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 
 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

    Light and life to all He brings, 

    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Luke 2:1–7 

L A reading from Luke, chapter 2. 
  

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 

was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her 

to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  “Away in a Manger” LSB 364 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Luke 2:8–20 

L A reading from Luke, chapter 2. 
  

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 

people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn:  “Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB 368 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Matthew 2:1–12 

L A reading from Matthew, chapter 2. 

  

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 

him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 

them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 

you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 

worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. 

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
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them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And 

going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 

they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 

country by another way. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Hymn:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 

 

3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 
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4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 Text: Public domain 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
 

Sermon 

 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany LSB 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection 

in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 

here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

The prayers then continue: 
  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 

give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

Candle Lighting  (The first person on the center aisle will receive the flame 

from the pastor/usher, then pass it on to the next person in the row. Each 

person who receives the flame will pass it on until all the candles in the row 

are lit.  Keep the lit candle upright and tilt the unlit candle to receive the 

flame.  When all candles are lit, the service will continue with the prayer.)   
 
Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 

all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the 

world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
Closing Hymn:  “Silent Night, Holy Night” LSB 363, sts. 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Text: Public domain 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 252 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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