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The First Midweek Service in Advent 
December 3, 2025 

 
 
Opening Hymn:  “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” LSB 877 
1 God, who made the earth and heaven, 

    Darkness and light: 
You the day for work have given, 
    For rest the night. 
May Your angel guards defend us, 
Slumber sweet Your mercy send us, 
Holy dreams and hopes attend us 
    All through the night. 

 
2 And when morn again shall call us 

    To run life’s way, 
May we still, whate’er befall us, 
    Your will obey. 
From the pow’r of evil hide us, 
In the narrow pathway guide us, 
Never be Your smile denied us 
    All through the day. 

 
3 Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 

    And when we die, 
May we in Your mighty keeping 
    All peaceful lie. 
When the last dread call shall wake us, 
Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 
But to reign in glory take us 
    With You on high. 

 

 D  4 Holy Father, throned in heaven, 
    All-holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, freely given, 
    Blest Three in One: 
Grant us grace, we now implore You, 
Till we lay our crowns before You 
And in worthier strains adore You 
    While ages run. 

Text (st. 1): Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt.; (sts. 2, 4): William Mercer, 1811–73, alt.; (st. 3): Richard Whately, 1787–1863, 
alt. Text: Public domain 
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Service of Light 
 
Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Sit 

 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let 
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing 
Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 
may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day:  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334 
1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 

    How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, 
    My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord most holy, 
    Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
    All that may please You best. 

 

2 Your Zion strews before You 
    Green boughs and fairest palms; 
And I too will adore You 
    With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
    For You with praises new 
And from Your name shall never 
    Withhold the honor due. 

 

3 I lay in fetters, groaning; 
    You came to set me free. 
I stood, my shame bemoaning; 
    You came to honor me. 
A glorious crown You give me, 
    A treasure safe on high 
That will not fail or leave me 
    As earthly riches fly. 

 

4 Love caused Your incarnation; 
    Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation 
    Procured my liberty. 
Oh, love beyond all telling, 
    That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, 
    Our lost and fallen race. 

 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 
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6 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Reading Psalm 119:105–112 

L A reading from Psalm, chapter 119. 
  
NUN 

105Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 
106I have sworn an oath and con- | firmed it,* 
 to keep your just and righ- | teous decrees. 
107I am severely af- | flicted;* 
 give me life, O LORD, according | to your word! 
108Accept my freewill offerings of praise, | O LORD,* 
 and teach me your | just decrees. 
109I hold my life in my hand con- | tinually,* 
 but I do not for- | get your law. 
110The wicked have laid a | snare for me,* 
 but I do not stray from your | precepts. 
111Your testimonies are my heritage for- | ever,* 
 for they are the joy | of my heart. 
112I incline my heart to perform your | statutes* 
 forever, | to the end. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem:  “The Lord Comes” Introductory Choir 
 
Reading 2 Samuel 6:1–15 

L A reading from 2 Samuel, chapter 6. 
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The Ark Brought to Jerusalem 

 1David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2And 
David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-judah 
to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD 
of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3And they carried the ark of God 
on a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the 
hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 
4with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark. 

Uzzah and the Ark 

 5And David and all the house of Israel were making merry before the LORD, 
with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 
6And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand 
to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of 
the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because 
of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God. 8And David was angry 
because the LORD had burst forth against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-
uzzah, to this day. 9And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and he said, 
“How can the ark of the LORD come to me?” 10So David was not willing to take 
the ark of the LORD into the city of David. But David took it aside to the house 
of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the ark of the LORD remained in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and the LORD blessed Obed-edom and all 
his household. 
 12And it was told King David, “The LORD has blessed the household of 
Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So David 
went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city 
of David with rejoicing. 13And when those who bore the ark of the LORD had 
gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14And David danced 
before the LORD with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. 15So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting 
and with the sound of the horn. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 
prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon 
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Canticle 
 
Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 

 

Prayer 
 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word 
“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all 
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government 
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in 
every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this 
and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
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Benediction LSB 252 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
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7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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