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At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ 
known.  

 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
 

“Trust in the LORD with all you heart, and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him,  

and He will make straight your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
 

Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that you are 
here to hear God’s Word and share His gifts with us. We thank God that 
He comes to us again to forgive us our sins and prepare us for eternal life 
today, and we are grateful that He has brought you here to be with us.  
 
Each week we receive the Sacrament of the Altar where the Lord Jesus 
comes to us with His body and blood for us to eat and drink. In this sacred 
meal our Lord forgives our sins and strengthens us to live faithfully in 
communion with Him and with each other. For us this is a family meal and 
Christ’s expectations of us are important. If you are not an active participant 
in the Our Savior’s family or one of our sister congregations in the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod we would ask you to join our family before sharing 
this sacrament with us. For those not communing we would love for you 
to join us at the table as a sign of Christian unity. Simply cross your arms 
over your chest and our pastors will give you a blessing from the Lord. If 
you have any questions about this or are new here our pastors would love 
to talk with you. God bless you! 
 

 
On the Cover:  The Flight to Egypt, unknown artist, 18th cent. 
 

 
Serving today: 

Liturgist ......................................................................... Rev. Adam M. Matheny  
Preacher......................................................................... Rev. John H. Koopman 
Organist .............................................................................................. Susan Klute 
Elder of the Day ........................ [8:00] Tom Benson; [10:30] Mike Anderson 
Acolytes .................................... [8:00] Jocelynn Chapman; Caleb Rottermond 
              .................................................... [10:30] Levi Kitzmann; Laina Gangi 
Sacristan ....................................  [8:00] Gary Rabenhorst; [10:30] Mark Senne 
Usher Team  .............. [8:00] Team 2: Jerry Clausen; Brian & Kathy Johnson 
                     ............ [10:30] Team 2: Rob & Cindy Hobbs; Mike Blomquist             
A/V Tech...................................................................................... Gene Mensing 
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The Second Sunday after Christmas 
January 4, 2026 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn:  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374 
1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled, 
    To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, 
    Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race 
    Who have found His favor. 

 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 
    Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 
    Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
    Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, 
    All the hills were ringing. 

 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled 
    But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, 
    Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth; 
    Hail the King of glory! 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 
 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your 
incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 46:1–7 
 1So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2And God spoke to Israel in 
visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here am I.” 
3Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4I myself will go 
down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s 
hand shall close your eyes.” 
 5Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their 
father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent 
to carry him. 6They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had 
gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his 
offspring with him, 7his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and 
his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 77:11–20 
11I will remember the deeds | of the LORD;* 
 yes, I will remember your won- | ders of old. 
12I will ponder | all your work,* 
 and meditate on your | mighty deeds. 
13Your way, O God, is | holy.* 
 What god is great | like our God? 
14You are the God who works | wonders;* 
 you have made known your might among the | peoples. 
15You with your arm redeemed your | people,* 
 the children of Jacob and | Joseph. 

16When the waters saw you, O God, 
 when the waters saw you, they | were afraid;* 
 indeed, the deep | trembled. 
17The clouds poured out water; 
 the skies gave forth | thunder;* 
 your arrows flashed on | every side. 
18The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
 your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 
 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 
19Your way was through the sea, 
 your path through the great | waters;* 
 yet your footprints | were unseen. 
20You led your people | like a flock* 
 by the hand of Moses and | Aaron. 

  Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
   and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice 
insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 
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16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at the 
household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to 
a faithful Creator while doing good. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
  

 
  
 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and 
his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken 
by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 
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Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he 
rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew 
to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: “From East to West” LSB 385 
1 From east to west, from shore to shore 

    Let ev’ry heart awake and sing 
The holy child whom Mary bore, 
    The Christ, the everlasting king. 
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2 Behold, the world’s creator wears 
    The form and fashion of a slave; 
Our very flesh our maker shares, 
    His fallen creatures all to save. 

 
3 For this how wondrously He wrought! 

    A maiden, in her lowly place, 
Became, in ways beyond all thought, 
    The chosen vessel of His grace. 

 
4 And while the angels in the sky 

    Sang praise above the silent field, 
To shepherds poor the Lord Most High, 
    The one great Shepherd, was revealed. 

 

D 5 All glory for this blessèd morn 
    To God the Father ever be; 
All praise to You, O Virgin-born, 
    And Holy Ghost eternally. 

Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Installation of Officers 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad 
to commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you 
refrain from Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you 
would like to receive a blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over 
your chest. 

 

Preface LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You 
in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which 
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 
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Distribution Hymns:   
 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” LSB 366 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

    That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
    To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
    To hear the angels sing. 

 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
    With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav’nly music floats 
    O’er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
    They bend on hov’ring wing, 
And ever o’er its babel sounds 
    The blessèd angels sing. 

 

3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 
    By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 
    With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
    Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
    Of Him the angels sing. 

 

4 For lo, the days have come to pass 
    By prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years 
    Came Christ as was foretold. 
His word of peace shall to the earth 
    God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear 
    The song the angels sing. 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

“Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” LSB 390 
1 Let us all with gladsome voice 

    Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
    His own Son hath given. 
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2 To this vale of tears He comes, 
    Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes 
    We may reign in gladness. 

 

3 We are rich, for He was poor; 
    Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore 
    Here on earth and yonder. 

 

4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 
    Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year. 
    Amen, Jesus, hear us. 

Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

“Let All Together Praise Our God” LSB 389 
1 Let all together praise our God 

    Before His glorious throne; 
Today He opens heav’n again 
    To give us His own Son, 
    To give us His own Son. 

 

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 
    Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
    Lies in a humble stall, 
    Lies in a humble stall. 

 

3 Within an earthborn form He hides 
    His all-creating light; 
To serve us all He humbly cloaks 
    The splendor of His might, 
    The splendor of His might. 

 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 
    Puts on our human frame, 
And in return gives us His realm, 
    His glory, and His name, 
    His glory, and His name. 

 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 
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6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text: Nicolaus Herm an, c. 1480–1561; (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–
1923, alt. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 
Text (st. 2): Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

   

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn:  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LSB  393 
1 Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
    Oxen lowing, 
    Little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 
    Swiftly winging, 
    Angels singing, 
    Bells are ringing, 
    Tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 
2 Flocks were sleeping, 

    Shepherds keeping 
Vigil till the morning new 
    Saw the glory, 
    Heard the story, 
Tidings of a Gospel true. 
    Thus rejoicing, 
    Free from sorrow, 
    Praises voicing, 
    Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt.; Polish 
Text: Public domain 
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