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At Our Savior Lutheran Church we Ilive to make Christ
known.

Monthly Memory Verse:
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come
that they may have life, and have it to the full.
John 10:10

Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that you are
here to hear God’s Word and share His gifts with us. We thank God that
He comes to us again to forgive us our sins and prepare us for eternal life
today, and we are grateful that He has brought you here to be with us.

Each week we receive the Sacrament of the Altar where the Lord Jesus
comes to us with His body and blood for us to eat and drink. In this sacred
meal our Lord forgives our sins and strengthens us to live faithfully in
communion with Him and with each other. For us this is a family meal and
Christ’s expectations of us are important. If you are not an active participant
in the Our Savior’s family or one of our sister congregations in the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod we would ask you to join our family before sharing
this sacrament with us. For those not communing we would love for you
to join us at the table as a sign of Christian unity. Simply cross your arms
over your chest and our pastors will give you a blessing from the Lord. If
you have any questions about this or are new here our pastors would love
to talk with you. God bless youl!

On the Cover: The Incredulity of Saint Thomas, Caravaggio, 1602

Serving today:

Liturgist & Preacher ....cccvicevvnccieeniicerecrennes Rev. Adam M. Matheny
OFGANISL.neiiiiiiiiccce e Barb Anderson
Special MUSIC....ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiice e Handbell Choir
Elder of the Day ......ccccceueee. [8:00] Gene Mensing; [10:30] Andrew Bittner
ACOIVLES .., [8:00] Henry Matheny; Wesley Whitmore

............................................ [10:30] Levi Kitzmann; Endre Anderson
Sactistan ..., [8:00] Kevin Hermanson; [10:30] Mark Senne

Usher Team [8:00] Team 1: Gary Rabenhorst; Dalton Ling; Lucas Bjortomt
........... [10:30] Team 1: Lon & Kathy Whitehead; John Bittner
ALV T OO ettt et eaeeteteseseesaeee Dale Bergemann




Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026

Call to Worship: “This Joyful Eastertide” Handbell Choir

Opening Hymn: “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” LSB 480

1

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;

He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.

The foe was triumphant when on Calvary

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.

But short was their triumph; the Savior arose,

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes.
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high;

He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die.

O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.

For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honort, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign.

Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811-87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867-1941, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

[10:30] Reception of Members by Profession of Faith
/8:00] Go to Page 5, Confession and Absolution
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Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles:
“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My
Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, 1 will also
deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore,
to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you
in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation
acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?

Yes, I do.

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only
Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit?

Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired
Word of God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
drawn from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful
and true?

1 do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper
faithfully?

I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word,
and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to

death?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and
to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it?

I do, by the grace of God.

Do you desire to become a member of this congregation?

1 db.
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Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this
congregation with your prayers and the gifts God has given you?
I will, with the belp of God.

Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation.
Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of
salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the
Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

(P)

Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great
goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge
of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the
heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant
that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one
true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we await the
day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the
crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by
name. The rite concludes with the following blessing:

()

The grace of our "I+ Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.

The new members return to their places.

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and eatrth.

(P} I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185

Stand

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P} 1Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that
Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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A - men.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Exekiel 37:1—14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of
bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”” And I answered, “O Lord
GOD, you know.” #Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say
to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD
to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
¢And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come

upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them.
8



9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 19So I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood
on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
clean cut off.” 2Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. *And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live,
and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 33
1Shout for joy in the LORD, O you | righteous!*
Praise befits the | upright.
2Give thanks to the LORD | with the lyre;*
make melody to him with the harp of | ten strings!
3Sing to him a | new song;*
play skillfully on the strings, with | loud shouts.

4For the word of the LORD is | upright,*
and all his work is done in | faithfulness.
>He loves righteousness and | justice;*
the earth is full of the steadfast love | of the LORD.

°By the word of the LORD the heav- | ens were made,*
and by the breath of his mouth | all their host.

"He gathers the waters of the sea | as a heap;*
he puts the deeps in | storehouses.

8Let all the earth | fear the LORD;*

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in | awe of him!
9For he spoke, and it | came to be;*

he commanded, and it | stood firm.

10The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to | nothing;*
he frustrates the plans of the | peoples.

IThe counsel of the LORD stands for- | ever,*
the plans of his heart to all gener- | ations.

9



12Blessed is the nation whose God | is the LORD,*
the people whom he has chosen as his | heritage!

13The LORD looks down from | heaven;*
he sees all the chil- | dren of man;
14from where he sits enthroned he | looks out*
on all the inhabitants | of the earth,
15he who fashions the hearts | of them all*
and observes | all their deeds.
16The king is not saved by his great | army;*
a warrior is not delivered by his | great strength.
17The war horse is a false hope for sal- | vation,*
and by its great might it cannot | rescue.

18Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who | fear him,*
on those who hope in his | steadfast love,

Pthat he may deliver their | soul from death*
and keep them alive in | famine.

200ur soul waits | for the LORD;*
he is our help | and our shield.

21For our heart is | glad in him,*
because we trust in his | holy name.

22 et your steadfast love, O LORD, be up- | on us,*
even as we | hope in you.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle 1 John 5:4—10

4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that
overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

¢This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and
the water and the blood; and these three agree. If we receive the testimony
of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that
he has borne concerning his Son. 1'Whoever believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar,
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning
his Son.

10



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia 1.SB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-Iu - ia.

Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
o] |

e ' \
Glo-ry be to Thee, O  Lord.

POn the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. 2!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this,
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness
from anyone, it is withheld.”

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. 2>So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I
will never believe.”

20Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” 2”Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” ZJesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which
are not written in this book; 3'but these are written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.

11
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life "I+ of the world
to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “O Sons and Daughters of the King”  LSB 470

1

O sons and daughters of the King,

Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing,

Today the grave has lost its sting!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

That Easter morn, at break of day,

The faithful women went their way

To seek the tomb where Jesus lay.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

12



An angel clad in white they see,

Who sits and speaks unto the three,

“Your Lord will go to Galilee.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

That night the_apostles met in fear;

Among them came their master dear

And said, “My peace be with you here.’
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

>

When Thomas first the tidings heard

That they had seen the risen Lord,

He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

“My pierced side, O Thomas, see,

And look upon My hands, My feet;

Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

No longer Thomas then denied;

He saw the feet, the hands, the side;

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

13
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

spir-it.

A

- men.

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCNS, we ask that you refrain
Sfrom Commmunion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to
receive a blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest.

Preface
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P} The Lord be with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks un -to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

(P} Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.
And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.

o) | L |
I | I I | [ |
{ I .l f 1
Q) | | ‘ ‘ | i I | | ! I 1 |
Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P}  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
Pax Domini LSB 197
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) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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(0] Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak -est a-way the sin ofthe
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit

Distribution Hymns:

“The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” LSB 464
ref Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

1 The strife is o’er, the battle done;
Now is the victor’s triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun.

Alleluia!

2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst,
But Christ their legions hath dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.
Alleluial

3 The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head!
Alleluial

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell.
Alleluial
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5  Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee,
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free

That we may live and sing to Thee.
Alleluial Refrain

Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, KéIn; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909, alt.
Text: Public domain

“O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth” LSB 834
1 O God, O Lotd of heav’n and earth,
Thy living finger never wrote
That life should be an aimless mote,
A deathward drift from futile birth.
Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled
In splendor through Thy broken world.
Since light awoke and life began,
Thou hast desired Thy life for man.

2 Our fatal will to equal Thee,
Our rebel will wrought death and night.
We seized and used in prideful spite
Thy wondrous gift of liberty.
We housed us in this house of doom,
Where death had royal scope and room,
Until Thy servant, Prince of Peace,
Breached all its walls for our release.

3 Thou camest to our hall of death,

O Chirist, to breathe our poisoned air,
To drink for us the dark despair

That strangled our reluctant breath.
How beautiful the feet that trod
The road that leads us back to God!

How beautiful the feet that ran

To bring the great good news to man!

A4 O Spirit, who didst once restore
Thy Church that it might be again
The bringer of good news to men,
Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days
There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology

To Father, Son, and unto Thee.

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76, alt. Text: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110003002
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“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” LSB 469
1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!”

Saints on earth and angels say;

Raise your joys and triumphs high;

Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply.

2 Love’s redeeming work is done,
Fought the fight, the battle won;
Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’et;
Lo! He sets in blood no more.

3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
Death in vain forbids His rise;
Christ has opened paradise.

4 Lives again our glorious King]!
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save;
Where thy victory, O grave?

5 Soar we now where Christ has led;
Foll’'wing our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:

Hail, the resurrection, Thou!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Text: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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# | ;
[ I} [ ' | I [ I [T ]
° | | } I I Ik\ { } | T g |

& D ] [ | d ®

Q) - O [~4
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
f) 4 | |
4 = Py | | } | | |

i — iiil e S —— I
o tefleoe o 1 | o |
3] L

to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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Easter Acclamation
(P] Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lotd lift up His countenance upon you and *I* give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Hymn: “This Joyful Eastertide” LSB 482

1 'This joyful Eastertide
Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified,
Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain

ref Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst His three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen,
arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!
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2 Death’s flood has lost its chill
Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill
My passing soul deliver: Refrain

3 My flesh in hope shall rest
And for a season slumber
Till trump from east to west

Shall wake the dead in number: Refrain

Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
Text: Public domain
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