Our Savior Lutheran Church
Mankato, Minnesota

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020

Thank you for coming to worship with us today! When you came into the parking
lot, the ushers should have directed you as to where to park. This is so that we
get larger vehicles in the back and smaller vehicles in the front.

Tune your radio to 106.1 FM.

When the service is completed, please wait to be directed as to when to pull out so
that we can exit safely. Please drop your offering in the plate held by the ushers as
you exit the parking lot.

This service does not include Holy Communion, however, for those who wish to
receive the Lord’s Supper today, the front doors to the church will be open. You
may wait in the parking area or you may remain in your vehicle until called. Some
may need to move their vehicle in order for others to exit the parking lot. We will
have about 10 people at a time come into the church narthex and form a line.
Families may stand together, but please keep distance between others.

The pastor will speak the Words of Institution for each group and then one pastor
will place the Body of Christ into your hand and the other pastor will hand you an
individual cup. The group will be dismissed with the usual words and then please
exit the narthex for the next group to enter.

Zoom Bible Study: This week Pastor Matheny will host a study over Zoom on
Tuesday, May 12t from 12-1. If you would like to join in this Bible study please
contact Pastor Matheny via phone (507-385-2183) or email
(matheny@oslcmankato.org) so that he can get you the Zoom link to
participate.



mailto:matheny@oslcmankato.org

Greeting and Announcements

Hymn of Invocation: “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”
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Alleluia! Let praises ring!
To God the Father let us bring
Our songs of adoration.
To Him through everlasting days
Be worship, honor, pow’r, and praise,
Whose hand sustains creation.
Singing, ringing:
Holy, holy,
God is holy;
Spread the story
Of our God, the Lord of glory.

Alleluia! Let praises ring!
Unto the Lamb of God we sing,
In whom we are elected.
He bought His Church with His own blood,
He cleansed her in that blesséd flood,
And as His bride selected.
Holy, holy
Is our union
And communion.
His befriending
Gives us joy and peace unending.

Alleluial Let praises ring!
Unto the Holy Ghost we sing
For our regeneration.
The saving faith in us He wrought
And us unto the Bridegroom brought,
Made us His chosen nation.
Glory! Glory!
Joy eternal,
Bliss supernal;
There is manna
And an endless, glad hosanna.
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Alleluia! Let praises ring!
Unto our triune God we sing;
Blest be His name forever!
With angel hosts let us adore
And sing His praises evermore
For all His grace and favor!
Singing, ringing:
Holy, holy,
God is holy;
Spread the story
Of our God, the Lord of glory!

Invocation

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Declaration of Grace
(P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy! (Kyrie)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

(P] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This is the Feast
) _ | | — ‘ |

whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God.
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day (Salutation and Collect)
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may
love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18
Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision

party criticized him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” But
Peter began and explained it to them in order: “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance | saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from
heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. Looking at it closely, | observed
animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. And | heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But the voice answered a second time from heaven,
‘What God has made clean, do not call common.” This happened three times, and all was
drawn up again into heaven. And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the
house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. And the Spirit told me to go with
them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send
to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; he will declare to you a message by which
you will be saved, you and all your household.” As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
on them just as on us at the beginning. And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he
said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then
God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” When they heard these things they
fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted
repentance that leads to life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-7

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.”

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I
will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.

The one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will be my
son.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: John 16:12-22
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that
are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All
that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to
you.

“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see
me.” So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A
little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and,
‘because I am going to the Father’?” So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a
little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to
ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what [ meant by
saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see
me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You
will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When a woman is giving birth, she
has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no
longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.
So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and
no one will take your joy from you.
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(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day: “Jerusalem the Golden” LSB 672

1 Jerusalem the golden,
With milk and honey blest—
The promise of salvation,
The place of peace and rest—
We know not, oh, we know not
What joys await us there:
The radiancy of glory,
The bliss beyond compare!

2 Within those walls of Zion

Sounds forth the joyful song,

As saints join with the angels
And all the martyr throng.

The Prince is ever with them;
The daylight is serene;

The city of the blesséd
Shines bright with glorious sheen.

3 Around the throne of David,
The saints, from care released,
Raise loud their songs of triumph
To celebrate the feast.
They sing to Christ their leader,
Who conquered in the fight,
Who won for them forever
Their gleaming robes of white.

4 O sweet and blessed country,
The home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blesséd country
That faithful hearts expect!
In mercy, Jesus, bring us
To that eternal rest
With You and God the Father

And Spirit, ever blest.
Text: Public domain

Sermon



Confession of Faith (Apostles' Creed)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ~}« everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Blessing (Benediction)

(P)  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LSB 803

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love!

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.



2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee,

Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!

Joyful, we by grace are Thine!
Text: Public domain
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About the Cover: The disciples wanted more than what was before their eyes. But what
was before them was all they ever needed in Jesus. By looking at His humble appearance,
they were looking into the eyes of God — the God who intently looks upon us with sacrificial
and life-giving love. Though we may find ourselves wanting our idea of a great vision of
the Lord’s glory, He is patient with us to show us that He is already before us in His Word
and Sacrament.
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