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Join us for fellowship  

at 

950 Warren Street 

 

 

 

Bring your board games, volleyballs, 

basketballs, or just enjoy the park!   

 

If inclement weather, meet at church instead 
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Contact Info: 

 
Church Office: Phone: 507-385-2180 
   Fax:  507-345-5113 
   contact@oslcmankato.org 
   www.oslcmankato.org 
   www.facebook.com/oslcmankato 
 
Senior Pastor    Office phone: 507-385-2183 
Rev. Adam Matheny:  matheny@oslcmankato.org  
    Emergency number:  812-449-6866 
 
Associate Pastor  Office phone:  507-385-2185 
Rev. John Koopman: pastorjohnkoopman@gmail.com 
    Emergency number: 712-852-6095 
 
Secretary  Office phone:  507-385-2180 
Sue Hendrickson: sue@oslcmankato.org 
    
Custodian   
  
 
Music Coordinator Home phone:  507-341-4173 
Suzie Gangi  suzie@oslcmankato.org 
    

 
Office hours are Monday through Friday (except holidays) from 
8:00 am to noon and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Unless there is an 
activity or event taking place, please use door #1. 
 

In case of emergency or urgent need, our pastors are available 
at all hours and all days by calling their cell phone. Please use 
the office phone for other business. Please also remember that 
Sunday morning and other worship times are not for bringing 
church business to other members or staff but for focusing upon 
the Word and gifts of God. “The seventh day is a Sabbath to the 
Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work.”  - Exodus 20:10 
 
  

mailto:contact@oslcmankato.org
http://www.oslcmankato.org/
http://www.facebook.com/oslcmankato
mailto:matheny@oslcmankato.org
mailto:pastorjohnkoopman@gmail.com
mailto:sue@oslcmankato.org
mailto:suzie@oslcmankato.org
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From Pastor Matheny July 2026 
 

“He who is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has 

a hasty temper exalts folly.”   

-Proverbs 14:29 
  

In our fallen world, anger rises quickly. The old Adam 

within us flares at the slightest offense—whether a careless word, a 

delayed plan, or an unmet expectation. Scripture reminds us that 

this hasty spirit is no small matter! It is folly exalted, a fruit of 

original sin that reveals our self-centered hearts. We are by nature 

quick to judge, quick to defend our pride, and slow to show mercy. 

Scripture diagnoses us honestly: apart from Christ, we are slaves to 

passion, ruled by the flesh rather than led by the Spirit. 

Yet the Holy Spirit calls us to something better through the 

wisdom of Proverbs. The one “slow to anger” demonstrates true 

understanding—not mere emotional control, but the fear of the 

Lord that begins all wisdom. This patience reflects the character of 

our God, who is “merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love” (Psalm 103:8). In the cross of Jesus 

Christ, we see this patience perfectly displayed. Though we daily 

provoke God with our sins, He does not deal with us according to 

our iniquities. Instead, the Father poured out His wrath on His 

beloved Son so that we might receive forgiveness freely by grace 

through faith. 

Dear Christian, when anger stirs within you today, 

remember your baptism. You are not defined by your temper but 

by the righteousness of Christ imputed to you. The same Gospel 

that justifies you also sanctifies you. The Holy Spirit works 

patience in your heart as you abide in God’s Word, receive the 

Sacrament, and live in repentance and faith. In your home, 

workplace, and congregation, practice this slow-to-anger love. 

Listen first. Forgive quickly. Speak gently. In doing so, you exalt 

not folly, but the wisdom of the cross. 
 

Lord Jesus, grant us the great understanding that comes from You. 

Curb our hasty tempers by Your Word and Spirit. Teach us to walk 

in patience as You have been patient with us. Forgive our anger, 

and make us instruments of Your peace. Amen. 
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From Pastor Koopman July 2026 
 

 

“Abide, O faithful Savior, Among us with Your love; grant 

steadfastness and help us to reach our home above.”  
- LSB 919:6 

 

This July is rather monumental for our nation as we together 

celebrate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence 

and the birthday of this nation in which we live. The Declaration 

famously says: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.” Great Britain had become a tyrant over the 

States and the Declaration goes on to list those tyrannical actions. The 

founding fathers then declared: “appealing to the Supreme Judge of 

the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 

Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 

declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 

Free and Independent States.” 
 

But as we celebrate the freedom of our nation against tyranny, we 

would do well to remember the words of the true Supreme Judge of 

the world, Jesus, who says: “Apart from Me you can do nothing” 

(John 15:5). Indeed, let us recall and repeat the words of the disciples 

on the Emmaus road, imploring the Lord, “abide with us, for it is 

toward evening, and the day is far spent” (Luke 24:29). We are on the 

eve of this world, and alone we are helpless against the assaults of 

Satan, the temptations of sin, and the idolatry of this world; all of 

which are wretched tyrants. Therefore, if we wish to reach our home 

above, we may only do so by the grace of God. 
 

The hymn, Abide, O Dearest Jesus, written in 1627 by Lutheran 

pastor and professor Josua Stegmann, had appended a note: “a prayer 

for the preservation of doctrine and of the Church of God.” Indeed, 

just such a thing is necessary for us as we celebrate our nation’s 

independence. Let us never grow proud of our own accomplishments, 

or think that our nation’s existence comes about as the result of our 

own labors. Rather, it is only by the mercies of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who abides among us with His grace, word, light, protection, and 

love, that we are free. 
 

May the Lord bless our nation with grace and wisdom that we 

may daily grow in His Word. 
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Voters’ Meeting 

Our Savior Lutheran Church of Mankato 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 

12:05 PM 

Attendance 39 
 

1. Meeting was called to order by Judd Schultz (Dan Gahler not present) 

at 12:05 PM. 
 

2. Opening prayer was lead by Pastor Adam Matheny. 
 

3. Motion made and seconded to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion carried. 
 

4. Motion made to approve the minutes of the November 23, 2025 

Voters’ Meeting and seconded. Motion carried. 
 

5. Pastor Koopman presented his report first and encouraged the 

congregation that the Lord forgives us, so go forward in the freedom 

of the forgiveness of sins. Pastor Matheny echoed with a request for 

the congregation to forgive where he has failed in the past year. 
 

6. Gary Fladland presented the Treasurer’s Report. We ended 2025 in a 

deficit. Motion made and seconded to approve the report as presented. 

Motion carried. 
 

7. Board reports are in the packet, congregation is encouraged to read 

them. Reach out to the board members or chair if you have questions. 
 

8. Unfinished Business 

A. Sanctuary Art Project 

Pastor Matheny presented. The next steps for the paintings are 1- 

deciding on the details for the two new paintings and 2- finalizing 

placement of the two current paintings and installing lighting. The 

committee presented a project proposal for 8 total paintings with 

suggested Bible events in OT promise/NT fulfillment pairs, in 

anticipation of future donations. This plan confirms final placement 

for the two existing and two currently commissioned paintings, so 

the committee can move forward. Motion made and seconded to 

accept the committee’s project proposal. Motion carried. 
 

9. New Business 

A. Discuss Synod June 6, 2026 Election nominations 

In November, Pastor Benjamin T. Ball was nominated as a 

candidate for Synod President. Today, Pastor David Mumme was 

nominated for the position of Regional Vice President. Motion 
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made and seconded to pass these nominations on to the synod. 

Motion carried. 
 

10. Information Sharing 

A. Reminder that there is still time to give to the Concordia Academy 

$20,000 pledge for 7/1/25 through 6/30/26 school year. 
 

 B. Update on Boiler Fundraising goal of $190,000 
 

11. Closing Prayer was led by Pastor Koopman. 

12. The meeting was adjourned at 12:42 PM 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eileen Heintz, Secretary 

OSLC Council 
 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 

1103 North Broad St, Mankato, MN 

May 12, 2026 
 

Members present: Dan Gahler, Pastor Matheny, Pastor Koopman, 

Eileen Heintz, Gideon Baldwin, Terrin Baldwin, Mark Wellner, 

Nancy Benson, Rob Hobbs, Chris Anderson, Gary Fladland, John 

Erdman 
 

Absent: Samantha Tess, Judd Schultz, Andrew Bittner 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by President Dan Gahler at 6:30 

pm. 
 

2. Pastor Koopman opened with prayer. 
 

3. Pastor Koopman led Bible study of John 4. Next month will be 

John 5. 
 

4. Additions/Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion made and seconded to approve agenda. Motion carried. 
 

5. Approval of April 14, 2026 Council Minutes 
 

Motion made and seconded to approve April 14, 2026 Council 

minutes. Motion carried. 
 

6. Pastors’ Reports 
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Pastor Koopman: Moving to one Sunday service on June 7th. 

Thursday May 14th, 6:30 pm joint Ascension service at Good 

Shepherd. 

Pastor Matheny: Done at MCA next week. 
  

7. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report was given by Gary Fladland. Motion made 

and seconded to approve the April 30, 2026 OSLC Treasurer’s 

report. Motion carried. 
 

8. Unfinished Business: 
 

A) Congregational Notification 

Pastor Matheny had nothing new to report. 
 

B) Status regarding OSLC Constitution/Bylaws 

Still waiting to hear from Alliance Defending Freedom. 
 

9. New Business: 
 

A) Discuss Dedicated Library Funds 

The Library – LCEF Investment will remain a CD, however, 

the committee would like to benefit the church with the 

Library dedicated fund, and are still discussing how. 
 

B) Plaque for Artwork 

It has been requested for the council to consider a plaque to 

honor the donors of the paintings. The council agrees that the 

paintings are something to be celebrated. Traditionally we 

don’t put up plaques, especially in the sanctuary. Also, the 

donors initially requested to remain anonymous. The council 

decided not to place a plaque, but possibly documenting them 

on the website. 
 

C) Forming a Lutherans for Life Team At Our Savior 

With approval from the Elders, Mark Wellner has signed up 

with Lutherans for Life to start an OSLC team. There is no 

cost to the congregation. We have received materials on a 

wide range of topics and there is training available. Mark will 

be point man for the team. 
 

10. Board sharing: 
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Trustees: Chris Anderson gave the report. A leak in the bell tower 

reached the hallway and was repaired for $4,100. Trustees are still 

working on finding a permanent custodian. 
 

Deacons: Terrin Baldwin gave the report. Confirmation went well. 

Thanks to Michelle Rottermond for handling the Wednesday night 

meal sign ups. June 28th is the date for the Church Picnic combined 

with a 10th Anniversary celebration for both pastors’ ordinations. 
 

Endowment: Rob gave the report. Meeting was April 29 2026, at 

1:30 pm. The last 6 weeks have been good for the fund. Our 

Adopt-a-Student wrote us a nice letter. Scholarship applications 

are due in July. The next meeting is July 29, 2026. 
 

Elders: No one gave the report. 
 

11. The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

12. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 
 

13. The next Council meeting: June 9, 2026. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eileen Heintz, Secretary 

OSLC Council 
 
 

 
 

Articles for the August 2026 VOICE are due by Friday, July 
17th at noon. You may drop-off submissions in the office, or 
e-mail to: contact@oslcmankato.org. 
 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Loretta Elsa Prescher 

January 27, 1935 ~ May 2, 2026 
 

Kevin John Kolander 

February 24, 1959 ~ May 20, 2026 

mailto:contact@oslcmankato.org
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Treasurer’s Report Commentary 
Period Ending May 31, 2026 

 
 

 

 

Income and Expense Summary 
 

 Current Month Y-T-D 
Income $42,071.72 $246,613.309 

Operating Expenses ($56,301.53) ($280,043.19) 

LCEF Mortgage Principal Payment ($897.49) ($16,689.50) 

Net for Period† ($15,127.30) ($50,119.30) 
 

✝Positive net value indicates we received more than our expenses, a negative number 

indicates that we have spent more than we have received for that period (deficit). 
 

 
 

 

 
Cash Summary 
 
 Amount Notes 

Checking Account $44,221.12 Daily checking account Pioneer Bank 

Savings Account $180,887.69 Interest Savings account Pioneer Bank 

Joyful Response $4,401.23 
Joyful Response deposits and loan 
payments 

Library Fund $20,107.12 Certificate of Deposit 

Accounts Receivable $0.00  

Total Cash Assets $249,617.16  

Dedicated Accounts (226,432.34) 
Amount of our cash balance 
designated for specific activities 

Other Liabilities ($2,895.19) Accruals for HSA pmts, youth, etc.  

Available Cash Balance $20,289.63  
,940 

 
 

 

 

 
Long Term Debt (LCEF Mortgage)  
                   

Current Balance $174,209.68 

Monthly Payment $1,845.99 

Interest Rate (Variable Annually) 6.50% (Aug. 2025-Jul 2026) 

Pay-off Date (Pay-off Amount) July 2036  ($20,510.78) 
 

 
 
 

 

Submitted by,  

Gary Fladland, Treasurer 
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Summer Worship Schedule 
 

8:00 Matins 

8:30 Coffee/Fellowship 

9:00 Divine Service 

10:15 Bible Study for all ages 
 

The summer schedule is effective through September 6th  
 

 

 

Watch Our Savior’s Sunday Worship 
 

Our Savior’s Sunday worship is livestreamed.  Go to: 
www.oslcmankato.org and click on the “Livestreaming & 
Videos” menu item. From there you can go directly to 
YouTube to watch the service. Or you can watch anytime at 
your convenience. You can also view the Order of Service, 
and keep up with church activities in the Bulletin 
Announcements from our website.  
 
 

 
There is a cookout at the Matheny’s house and 

you’re invited! 
 

On Tuesday, July 21st (if it rains that day we will push it 

back to the 23rd) Our Savior will have a cookout at 27, 

Westminster Road in Mankato.  
 

The Matheny’s will provide the meat and everyone else 

can bring a side, salad, or desert to share. Feel free to 

arrive beginning at 5:30 and we will pray and begin the 

meal at 6:00. We look forward to an evening of fellowship 

with you!  

http://www.oslcmankato.org/
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Dr. Reed Lessing 
Saturday, August 15th at 9am 

 

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Dr. Reed Lessing speak 
on his book “Overcoming Life’s Sorrows: Learning Through 
Jeremiah”.  Dr. Lessing has authored six commentaries in 
the Concordia Commentary series, and has co-authored with 
Andy Steinmann three books that address Old Testament 
themes and ideas.   
 

Registration begins at 8am, the program 
starts at 9am.  This is a free event (a free 
will donation will be accepted) with lunch 
and light snacks provided.  Books will be 
available for purchase.  Register using 
the QR code.  Walk-ins welcome!  
 

 

Our Savior’s Outreach Missions 
  

 

Outreach Missions will not meet in July.  Hope to 
see you in August!  
 

Reading our Christian Publication is helpful to 
understand the work of our missionaries, stamp 
ministries, home projects.  We are continuing to collect 
stamps, see the directions in the mission center.  
 

Stamp Song:  There are stamps on every letter,  
 There are stamps on parcels too,  
 There are stamps that honor flag and country   
 Science, art, and famous women too! 
 There are stamps that you and I must salvage 
 That they, too, may help the one in need.  
 Thus the stamps that you and I have gathered 
 Will be stamps that sow the seed.  

 
 

 
 

Prayer Shawls 
 

One prayer shawl was given out this month.  If you would 
like a prayer shawl or would like to make one, call Marcella 
at 507-317-4127.  
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Bible Study Circles 
 

July Theme:  “Blessing in 
Disguise” 

 
 
 

Ruth/Lydia/Mary Bible Study 
Circle: Welcome to all other 

attendees.  Come to the Fireplace room on Thursday, July 
2nd.  Begin at 10:10 with fellowship and treats, followed by 
Bible Study at 10:25, from the Summer Quarterly “How 
Long, LORD” on page 18. Then planning time for the year.   
Hymn:  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus LSB 338.  
 

Circle News:  Read the e-News Flash in the Mission Center 
for MOST Ministries.  
 

Extra Info for you:  Support the Bible translators through 
prayers, follow along with the LCMS Pray for Us calendar; 
www.Deafoutreach.org; many other publications are at 
church, in the Narthex, in the Library, and in the Mission 
Center.  

 
 

Trustees Work Day 
 

Weather permitting, the Trustees are going to have a 

work day/morning on July 11th starting at 8am.  If anyone 

is able to join us, your help would be more than welcomed 

to complete some projects.   

 
 

SUNDAY MATINS 
Radio broadcast on Sundays at 9am   

 

Each week, our pastor records the Sunday sermon or another 
message for broadcast on KTOE, 1420 AM at 9am. If you would 
like to sponsor this broadcast for a week or a month or more, 
please contact the church office to reserve your Sunday.  The cost 
for each Sunday is $20. 

http://www.deafoutreach.org/
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Music Notes  
 

“It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name,  

O Most High” Psalm 92:1 
 

Summer Special Music - Volunteers are needed! During the 

summer months, our music groups take a break. We need 

volunteers to play or sing during the summer months. If you have 

any interest in providing special music, please contact Suzie 

Gangi. 
 

Conservatory of Music Fall Music Lessons-  Do you know 

anyone interested in taking music lessons? Let them know about 

the new Our Savior Conservatory of Music. We are beginning fall 

registration! Through private music lessons, we will provide 

opportunities for students to worship God through music, all 

while gaining valuable musical and life skills.  We are offering 

lessons on a variety of instruments and voice.  Contact Suzie for 

more information. 
 

Fall Music- It’s not too early to start thinking ahead for fall. Are 

you interested in ringing handbells or singing in a choir?  We 

would love to have you join us!  
 

Blessings, Suzie Gangi 

suzie@oslcmankato.org, 507-341-4173 
 

 

Sioux Trails Chapter of the  
American Guild of Organists 

 

Noontime Organ Recitals * Tuesdays at 12:10pm 
 

The series begins the month at Trinity Chapel on the 
Bethany Lutheran College campus, 730 Luther Drive, with 
performances by Timothy Frank (July 7th), Mark 
DeGarmeaux (July 14th), and Nathan Nikoley (July 21st).  
The series then moves to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 720 
South 2nd Street for a performance by Elisabeth Urtel (July 
28th).   Each Recital is free and open to the public.  Visit 
www.agosiouxtrails.org for more information.  

http://www.agosiouxtrails.org/
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Our Savior Ladies 
 

Begin with prayers on these busy days of summer 
and every day! 

 
Coming here to Our Savior, locally and far away.  
 

Church Basement Ladies: Some may be attending The 
Second Helping of The Church Basement Ladies on July 
12th.  Contact Christy 507-233-3470 with any questions.  
 

LWML Rally for Arlington Zone here at Our Savior, planning 
is almost ready for the reveal of activity with all information 
coming.  
 

*Flash* This is for YOU!  The Fall Rally will be here at Our 
Savior in Mankato.  Volunteers welcomed.  Thanks to those 
who have already volunteered and answered the call for 
workers.  More information coming soon. Your ideas and 
helps are a gift of God in the planning.  Call or text Bev (507-
340-0273) or Trudy (507-327-7082) for more information on 
volunteering.   
 

Plan now for Lutheran Women in Mission “Transformed in 
Christ” the 42nd Biennial Convention in Oklahoma City on 
July 8 – 11, 2027, based on Romans 12:2.  
  
 

 
 

 
 

Outreach Committee 
 

Free cab rides to services are 
made possible for our members through 
Our Savior’s Taxi Fund.  To procure a ride, call WS 
Transportation at 507-420-4503 or 507-388-0708.  Please 
call a half hour before you would like to leave. To call for a 
return ride, you may use the phone in the office or kitchen.  
Let WS Transportation know where you will be waiting—the 
front door on Broad Street or the back parking lot door.    



15 

  

 

 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE 

 

Our Savior Endowment Fund has 
scholarship money available for 
students in our congregation who will be 
attending CCA this fall.  Scholarship 
money is also available for post-
secondary student members of our 

congregation who plan to pursue a career in full time church 
work.   
 

Application forms need to be completed and submitted to the 
church office by July 15, for the upcoming academic school 
year.  Forms are available in the church office.  Please 
contact Rob Hobbs, chairperson of the Endowment Board, at 
507-340-6313, if you have questions or need more 
information. 
 

 

Mites - Mission Grants 
 

Mite Sunday, July 19, 2026 
 

July Mission Grant #13: Reaching God’s 
Children in Haiti – Trinity HOPE, Haiti - 

$61,782.  Thank you for giving. Originally the ministry fed 42 
children from one school, now it feeds 65,00 children and 
staff in over 265 Christian schools across the country. This 
Grant will fund 160,472 meals served to children and 
teachers over two years.  
 
Our representatives will bring us the convention new district 
mite grants for 2025-2027. Mite recipients were speakers at 
the convention, that really brings every penny to “life”.  New:  
A monthly daily prayer guide for when you add a mite to your 
box.  Copies in the Mission Center.  
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Our Savior Young at Heart/District S.A.G.E.S. 
LHM / LLL 

Lutheran Hour Ministries   
Lutheran Layman League 

 

LHM (Lutheran Hour Ministries):  The magazine is in the 
Narthex with information for children to adults. Pick up a copy 
of “The Lutheran Layman” in the Narthex. Listen to the 
Lutheran Hour every week. 
 
One Voice for Public Policy.  This alerts us on public policy 
from Rev. Scot Missling and his blog, which can be found at:   
https://www.mnsdistrict.org/public-policy 
 
SAGES – Older Adult Ministry, Saints Alive Growing Ever 
Serving 

 New officers are Rev. Pieper, Vice President and 
Rachel Schwalbe, Secretary 

 Mankato Circuit (20) and Arlington Circuit (19) have 
openings for two or more representatives.  

  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
To:  Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
 

Greetings,  
 

On behalf of the SAGES Board, I take this opportunity to 
thank Our Savior’s for your support of our recent SAGES 
Gathering in Mankato on May 4-5.  
 

We were blessed to have the use of your keyboard for our 
times of worship, along with joining together in song which 
we called Vocal Exercise, and having Sue play that 
instrument for those occasions.  
 
We were blessed to have Pastor Adam close our Gathering 
with the liturgical devotion which sent us on our way covered 
by the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  
 

https://www.mnsdistrict.org/public-policy
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Blessings to your church and especially all the adult seniors 
that you serve and that they serve in the kingdom.  
 

Ernest Freudenburg 
SAGES President 
 

www.lhm.org    
www.mnsdistrict.org/sages 

 
 

 

  
 

“Each of us amounts to more than assorted cells, isolated 
fluids, and random spasms. Human means – in every case – 
a character, with an emerging identity, disclosing a history, 
developing toward an intended destiny. Every life is a story.” 
 

Rev. Michael Salemink 
Former Executive Director of Lutherans for Life 

 

A Life Quote from Lutherans for Life 
www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

LFL Meeting 
The Janesville Area Chapter of Lutherans for Life meets the 
first Saturday of the month at 8am at Trinity Discipling 
Center Library, 412 North Main Street, Janesville.  The next 
meeting is August 1st at 8am.  
 

LFL App 
Download our LFL app and be in direct touch with the latest 
information.  Click VOLUNTEERS to open the links to 
calendar events and educational media, such as podcasts 
and videos. Find links to our CPH store, the LFL blog, Life 
Sunday and Life Week materials, as well as Y4Life and 
Word of Hope information and resources.   

http://www.lhm.org/
http://www.mnsdistrict.org/sages
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry:    
Go … Sell All You Have? 
 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young 
ruler. Jesus said, “You know the commandments.” And he 
replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus 
said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have 
and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me” (Luke 18:18–22). 
When we hear this story, this question comes to mind: is 
Jesus speaking to us also, or only to the rich young ruler? In 
other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and 
give it to the poor? 
 
As good Lutherans, we answer, “No!” But why? Why should 
we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor? The 
simplest explanation is this: if we sold everything we have, 
our wife and our children would be neglected. In other 
words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor 
would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in 
our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used 
solely for the church. But that doesn’t excuse us from using 
our money for the purpose God intends.  
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which 
we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These 
stations are the church, the family and society. We are 
members of all three of these by birth. We are born into the 
church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to 
others in the church arise from our Baptism into the church. 
We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from 
our birth into that family. Finally, we are born into society, 
which is simply a further extension of our birth into our 
family. The duties we have toward other members of society 
come from either our own birth or the birth of others into the 
same society.  
 
All that we have and all that we are ought to be pressed into 
service for the church, the family and society. If we were to 
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sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be 
neglected, and we would falter in fulfilling our duties.  
 
So, consider your life and all that you have in light of these 
three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in 
society. You save for college for your children, and provide 
food, clothing and shelter for the members of your family.  
 
But the station that is usually thought of last is the church. 
Since the needs of the family and society are more 
immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is 
not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first fruits, 
from off the top, the best, even as Abel gave the best of his 
flock.  
 
This requires forethought. It means that you sit down and 
make a plan of what you will give from the beginning. It 
means sticking to it even when it seems that there are other 
more immediate and pressing things.  
 
And this is all the more necessary now as we enter into 
periods of time where giving is low due to high 
unemployment or where restrictions on meeting in church 
limit opportunities to give. If we love God and His gifts of 
forgiveness given through the Means of Grace, which we 
receive at church and only at church, then we will support it, 
just as we love our country and our family. For all that we 
have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious God. 
He spared no expense for us and our salvation. He gave up 
His Son to death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will 
live. What’s more, He provides for all that we need for this 
body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three 
spheres of church, family and society are to mirror the 
generosity of the one who gave us life in all three at birth. 
 
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be an afterthought or 
even ignored. It is nurturing you, bringing you up in salvation 
through Word and Sacrament.  
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JULY 2026                                                                                   Our Savior Lutheran Church, Mankato, MN 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

    

9:00 Private Confession 
10:00 Bulletin Deadline 
10:25 Ruth/Lydia/Mary 
         Circle Bible Study 

Independence Day Holiday 
 
 
Office Closed 

 
 

Independence Day 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 

11 

 

 
8:00 Matins 
8:30 Coffee Time 
9:00 Divine Service 
10:15 Bible Class 
6:00 Game Night 

 

10:00 Staff Meeting  
1:00 Tuesday Bible Study 
5:15 Board of Education 
5:30 Board of Trustees 
6:00 Board of Elders 
6:30 Board of Deacons 

 
9:00 Private Confession 
10:00 Bulletin Deadline 

 8:00 Trustees Work Day 

 

 

12 13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 
8:00 Matins 
8:30 Coffee Time 
9:00 Divine Service 
10:15 Bible Class 
4:30 Book Club 
 

 

10:00 Staff Meeting 
1:00 Tuesday Bible Study 
6:30 Planning Council 
 

 
9:00 Private Confession 
10:00 Bulletin Deadline 
 

12:00 The Voice Deadline  

Mite Sunday                  19 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 
8:00 Matins 
8:30 Coffee Time 
9:00 Divine Service 
10:15 Bible Class 
 

 

10:00 Staff Meeting 
1:00 Tuesday Bible Study 
5:39  Picnic @ Matheny’s 
 

 
9:00 Private Confession 
10:00 Bulletin Deadline 

  

 

 

26 27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

 

 

8:00 Matins 
8:30 Coffee Time 
9:00 Divine Service 
10:15 Bible Class 
4:30 Book Club 
 

 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
1:00 Tuesday Bible Study 
 

 
9:00 Private Confession 
10:00 Bulletin Deadline 

  

  

https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/independence-day.php
https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/independence-day.php
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Staff 

Senior Pastor Associate Pastor Music Coordinator Secretary Temp. Custodian 
Rev. Adam M. Matheny Rev. John H. Koopman Suzie Gangi Sue Hendrickson Bob Baker 
Office:  507-385-2183 Office:  507-385-2185 Cell: 507-341-4173 Office: 507-385-2180 507-327-2922 

Cell:  812-449-6866 Cell: 712-852-6095   Home: 507-388-3557 MWF, 6am-2pm 
 

 

Congregational Officers and Elected Board Members 

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer Financial Secretary 
Dan Gahler Judd Schultz Eileen Heintz Gary Fladland Vacant 

507-995-3634 507-317-9932 507-329-5195 507-469-2086  

Council Members at Large Board of Elders Board of Trustees Board of Education 
Nancy Benson 507-345-1015 Randy Burmeister 507-720-6985 Kurt Anderson 507-381-9537 Samantha Tess - Chair 507-217-0354 

Gideon Baldwin 307-941-0803 Tom Benson 507-345-1015 Steve Dumke 507-388-1297 Rhonda Prince 507-521-0690 
Mark Wellner 507-341-1393 Mike Anderson  507-469-8619 Chris Anderson 507-382-9450 Bev Annis 507-278-3093 
John Erdman 507-317-0045 Gaylen Lenz 507-317-4269 Kirk Yungerberg 507-327-5537 Mary Bittner 507-469-8052 

Board of Endowment Fund 
Gene Mensing-Vice 

Chair 
  507-387-4908 Bob Baker 507-327-2922 Darcy Chapman 507-382-5577 

Rob Hobbs-Chair 507-340-6313 Andrew Bittner-Chair 507-779-9593 Mark Senne 507-995-7250 Kristen Flathers 563-212-9506 

Garvin Eichhorst - Treasurer 507-388-9227 Joel Maunula-Secretary 320-296-0954     Board of Deacons 
Mel Hendrickson – Vice 

Chair 
507-388-3557 Mike Blomquist 507-351-5051   

  
Terrin Baldwin - Chair 952-412-1762 

Judy Mensing -  Secretary 507-387-4908 Jordan Treanor 507-317-6863     Lindsey Marso 507-382-6168 

Dave Kroells 507-345-4423 Vacant      Vicky Senne 507-625-1147 

Thad Simpson 507-382-1683 Vacant       Angelica Maunula 715-310-2988 

Doug Haeder 952-374-9667 Vacant       Deb Simpson 507-382-6403 
    

    Sarah Farris 507-317-0174 


