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At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ 
known.  

 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
“He who is slow to anger has great understanding,  

but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly.”   
- Proverbs 14:29 

 
 
 

Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that you are 
here to hear God’s Word and share His gifts with us. We thank God that 
He comes to us again to forgive us our sins and prepare us for eternal life 
today, and we are grateful that He has brought you here to be with us.  
 

Each week we receive the Sacrament of the Altar where the Lord Jesus 
comes to us with His body and blood for us to eat and drink. In this sacred 
meal our Lord forgives our sins and strengthens us to live faithfully in 
communion with Him and with each other. For us this is a family meal and 
Christ’s expectations of us are important. If you are not an active participant 
in the Our Savior’s family or one of our sister congregations in the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod we would ask you to join our family before sharing 
this sacrament with us. For those not communing we would love for you 
to join us at the table as a sign of Christian unity. Simply cross your arms 
over your chest and our pastors will give you a blessing from the Lord. If 
you have any questions about this or are new here our pastors would love 
to talk with you. God bless you! 
 
 

On the Cover:  Shepherd Wolf, Gustave Dore, 1868 

 
Serving today: 
Liturgist ......................................................................... Rev. John H. Koopman 
Preacher......................................................................... Rev. Adam M. Matheny 
Pianist ................................................................................................. Suzie Gangi 
Special Music ................................................................................. Flute Quintet:  
                      ........................ Suzie Gangi; Angelica Maunula; Missy Schultz; 
                      Jane Chatleain; Kristen Teigum. Directed by Susan Klute 
Elder of the Day ...................................................................  Randy Burmeister 
Sacristan ...................................................................................  Gary Rabenhorst 
Usher Team  .............. Team 3L: Mark Senne; Pat Plueger; Carrie Anderson                             
A/V Tech................................................................................................ Zak Tess 
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The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
July 26, 2026 

 

Pre-Service Music Flute Quintet 
 
Opening Hymn:  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655 

1  Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2  Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3  O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Reception of Members by Profession of Faith 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: 
“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My 
Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also 
deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, 
to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you 
in the name of the Lord. 

  

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 
acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 
Word of God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
drawn from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful 
and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 
faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, 
and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to 
death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and 
to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 
  

P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this 
congregation with your prayers and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 
 

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. 
Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of 
salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 
goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge 
of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the 
heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant 
that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue steadfast in the one 
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true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we await the 
day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the 
crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by 

name. The rite concludes with the following blessing: 
 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

The new members return to their places. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 
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Absolution LSB 151 
 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are 
right, that we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, may 
be enabled by You to live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 
 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak 
visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say 
continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with 
you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No 
disaster shall come upon you.’” 

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
 to see and to hear his word, 
 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
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19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
 Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 
 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
 until he has executed and accomplished 
 the intents of his heart. 
In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

21“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, 
 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 
 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
 and from the evil of their deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can 
a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the 
LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard what 
the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have 
dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of the 
prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 
27who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 
one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet 
who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my 
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. 
29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks 
the rock in pieces?” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm Psalm 26 

1Vindicate me, O LORD, 
 for I have walked in my in- | tegrity,* 
 and I have trusted in the LORD without | wavering. 
2Prove me, O LORD, and | try me;* 
 test my heart | and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes,* 
 and I walk in your | faithfulness. 
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4I do not sit with men of | falsehood,* 
 nor do I consort with | hypocrites. 
5I hate the assembly of evil- | doers,* 
 and I will not sit with the | wicked. 

6I wash my hands in | innocence* 
 and go around your altar, | O LORD, 
7proclaiming thanksgiving | aloud,* 
 and telling all your | wondrous deeds. 

8O LORD, I love the habitation | of your house* 
 and the place where your | glory dwells. 
9Do not sweep my soul away with | sinners,* 
 nor my life with blood- | thirsty men, 
10in whose hands are evil de- | vices,* 
 and whose right hands are | full of bribes. 

11But as for me, I shall walk in my in- | tegrity;* 
 redeem me, and be gra- | cious to me. 
12My foot stands on | level ground;* 
 in the great assembly I will | bless the LORD. 

  Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
   and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 
 

Second Reading Acts 20:27–38 
 27[Paul said:] “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, 
which he obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my departure 
fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from 
among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away 
the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And 
now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34You yourselves 
know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were 
with me. 35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we 
must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
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 36And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them 
all. 37And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and 
kissed him, 38being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, 
that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied him to the 
ship. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 7:15–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 
  

 
  
 15[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by their 
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17So, 
every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On 
that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?’ 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of lawlessness.’” 
  



12 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day:  “In God, My Faithful God” LSB 745 
1  In God, my faithful God, 

I trust when dark my road; 
    Great woes may overtake me, 
    Yet He will not forsake me. 
My troubles He can alter; 
His hand lets nothing falter. 

 

2  My sins fill me with care, 
Yet I will not despair. 
    I build on Christ, who loves me; 
    From this rock nothing moves me. 
To Him I will surrender, 
To Him, my soul’s defender. 

 

3  If death my portion be, 
It brings great gain to me; 
    It speeds my life’s endeavor 
    To live with Christ forever. 
He gives me joy in sorrow, 
Come death now or tomorrow. 

 

4  O Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
So meek in deed and word, 
    You suffered death to save us 
    Because Your love would have us 
Be heirs of heav’nly gladness 
When ends this life of sadness. 

 
5 “So be it,” then, I say 

With all my heart each day. 
    Dear Lord, we all adore You, 
    We sing for joy before You. 
Guide us while here we wander 
Until we praise You yonder. 

Text: Veer schöne nye Geistlike Leder, before 1603, Lübeck; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: 
Public domain 
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Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to 
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you refrain 
from Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on 
the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling 
Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us 
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution Hymns:  
 

“God Has Spoken by His Prophets” LSB 583 
1  God has spoken by His prophets, 

    Spoken His unchanging Word; 
Each from age to age proclaiming 
    God, the one, the righteous Lord. 
In the world’s despair and turmoil, 
    One firm anchor holds us fast: 
God is king, His throne eternal; 
    God the first, and God the last. 
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2  God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 
    Christ, the everlasting Son, 
Brightness of the Father’s glory, 
    With the Father ever one; 
Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 
    God of God, before time was; 
Light of Light, to earth descending, 
    He reveals our God to us. 

 

3  God is speaking by His Spirit, 
    Speaking to our hearts again, 
In the ageless Word declaring 
    His own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations 
    One sure faith yet standing fast; 
God abides, His Word unchanging; 
    God the first, and God the last. 

Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt.  Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope 
Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 

“Preach You the Word” LSB 586 
1  Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    To men who like or like it not, 
The Word that shall endure and stand 
    When flow’rs and men shall be forgot. 

 

2  We know how hard, O Lord, the task 
    Your servant bade us undertake: 
To preach Your Word and never ask 
    What prideful profit it may make. 

 

3  The sower sows; his reckless love 
    Scatters abroad the goodly seed, 
Intent alone that all may have 
    The wholesome loaves that all men need. 

 

4  Though some be snatched and some be scorched 
    And some be choked and matted flat, 
The sower sows; his heart cries out, 
    “Oh, what of that, and what of that?” 

 

5  Of all his scattered plenteousness 
    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 
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6  Preach you the Word and plant it home 
    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110003002 

 

“Jesus Loves Me” LSB 588, sts. 1, ref, 2 

1  Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
    Little ones to Him belong; 
    They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain 

 

ref Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 

 

2  Jesus loves me! He who died 
Heaven’s gates to open wide. 
    He has washed away my sin, 
    Lets His little child come in. Refrain 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

“’As Surely as I Live,’ God Said” LSB 614 
1  “As surely as I live,” God said, 

“I would not see the sinner dead. 
I want him turned from error’s ways, 
Repentant, living endless days.” 

2  And so our Lord gave this command: 
“Go forth and preach in ev’ry land; 
Bestow on all My pard’ning grace 
Who will repent and mend their ways. 

 
3  “All those whose sins you thus remit 

I truly pardon and acquit, 
And those whose sins you will retain 
Condemned and guilty shall remain. 

 
4  “What you will bind, that bound shall be; 

What you will loose, that shall be free; 
To My dear Church the keys are giv’n 
To open, close the gates of heav’n.” 

 



19 

 

5  The words which absolution give 
Are His who died that we might live; 
The minister whom Christ has sent 
Is but His humble instrument. 

 
6  When ministers lay on their hands, 

Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; 
He who by grace the Word believes 
The purchase of His blood receives. 

 
7  All praise to You, O Christ, shall be 

For absolution full and free, 
In which You show Your richest grace; 
From false indulgence guard our race. 

 

D 8  Praise God the Father and the Son 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
As was, is now, and so shall be 
World without end, eternally! 

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. Text: Public domain  

 
Stand 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
  



20 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

 
Closing Hymn:  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924 

1  Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 
    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 
2  Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
    In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found. 
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3  Savior, when Your love shall call us 
    From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, 
    Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with You in endless day. 

Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. Text: Public 
domain  
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