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At Our Savior Lutheran Church we live to make Christ 
known.  

 

Monthly Memory Verse:   
“He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are 

both alike an abomination to the LORD.” 
Proverbs 17:15 

 
 
 

Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that you are 
here to hear God’s Word and share His gifts with us. We thank God that 
He comes to us again to forgive us our sins and prepare us for eternal life 
today, and we are grateful that He has brought you here to be with us.  
 

Each week we receive the Sacrament of the Altar where the Lord Jesus 
comes to us with His body and blood for us to eat and drink. In this sacred 
meal our Lord forgives our sins and strengthens us to live faithfully in 
communion with Him and with each other. For us this is a family meal and 
Christ’s expectations of us are important. If you are not an active participant 
in the Our Savior’s family or one of our sister congregations in the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod we would ask you to join our family before sharing 
this sacrament with us. For those not communing we would love for you 
to join us at the table as a sign of Christian unity. Simply cross your arms 
over your chest and our pastors will give you a blessing from the Lord. If 
you have any questions about this or are new here our pastors would love 
to talk with you. God bless you! 
 
 
 

On the Cover:  The Pharisee and the Publican, James Tissot, 1894  
 

 
 
Serving today: 
Liturgist ......................................................................... Rev. Adam M. Matheny 
Preacher......................................................................... Rev. John H. Koopman 
Pianist ........................................................................................... Barb Anderson 
Elder of the Day .............................................................................  Gaylen Lenz 
Sacristan ............................................................................................  Mark Senne 
Usher Team  ..............................................  Team 2E: Jerry Clausen; Lisa Ikier                             
A/V Tech......................................................................................... Joel Maunula 
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The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
August 16, 2026 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Opening Hymn:  “Rise, Shine, You People” LSB 825 
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

Our human story; God in Him is centered. 
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
With grace unbounded. 

 
2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 
All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
Now are forgiven. 

 
3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 
To all the world go out and tell the story 
Of Jesus’ glory. 

 
4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 
His new creation. 

Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939–2021, alt. Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 167 
 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 168 
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This Is the Feast LSB 171 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to 
pray and to give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down upon 
us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those things of which our 
conscience is afraid and giving us those good things that we are not 
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 4:1–15 
 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, 
“I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his 
brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the 
ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the 
fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and 
of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 
5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and 
his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your 
face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do 
well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over 
it.” 
 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, 
“Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s 
keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your 
brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed 
from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield 
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to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 
13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your 
face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and 
whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If 
anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the 
LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 50:7–23 

7“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 
 O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.* 
 I am | God, your God. 
8Not for your sacrifices do I re- | buke you;* 
 your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me. 
9I will not accept a bull | from your house* 
 or goats | from your folds. 
10For every beast of the for- | est is mine,* 
 the cattle on a | thousand hills. 
11I know all the birds | of the hills,* 
 and all that moves in the | field is mine. 

12“If I were hungry, I would not | tell you,* 
 for the world and its full- | ness are mine. 
13Do I eat the | flesh of bulls* 
 or drink the | blood of goats? 
14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,* 
 and perform your vows to the | Most High, 
15and call upon me in the day of | trouble;* 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.” 

16But to the wicked | God says:* 
 “What right have you to recite my statutes 
 or take my covenant | on your lips? 
17For you hate | discipline,* 
 and you cast my words be- | hind you. 
18If you see a thief, you are | pleased with him,* 
 and you keep company with a- | dulterers. 

19“You give your mouth free rein for | evil,* 
 and your tongue | frames deceit. 
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20You sit and speak against your | brother;* 
 you slander your own | mother’s son. 
21These things you have done, and I have been silent; 
 you thought that I was one | like yourself.* 
But now I rebuke you and lay the charge be- | fore you. 

22“Mark this, then, you who for- | get God,* 
 lest I tear you apart, and there be none to de- | liver! 
23The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glo- | rifies me;* 
 to one who orders his way rightly 
 I will show the salva- | tion of God!” 

  Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
   and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 2:1–10 
 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among 
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest 
of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in 
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel Luke 18:9–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
  
Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day:  “Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion” LSB 559 
1 Oh, how great is Your compassion, 

    Faithful Father, God of grace, 
    That with all our fallen race 
In our depth of degradation 
    You had mercy so that we 
    Might be saved eternally! 
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2 Your great love for this has striven 
    That we may, from sin made free, 
    Live with You eternally. 
Your dear Son Himself has given 
    And extends His gracious call, 
    To His supper leads us all. 

 
3 Firmly to our soul’s salvation 

    Witnesses Your Spirit, Lord, 
    In Your Sacraments and Word. 
There He sends true consolation, 
    Giving us the gift of faith 
    That we fear not hell nor death. 

 
4 Lord, Your mercy will not leave me; 

    Ever will Your truth abide. 
    Then in You I will confide. 
Since Your Word cannot deceive me, 
    My salvation is to me 
    Safe and sure eternally. 

 
5 I will praise Your great compassion, 

    Faithful Father, God of grace, 
    That with all our fallen race 
In our depth of degradation 
    You had mercy so that we 
    Might be saved eternally. 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
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incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 
end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,      

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

Confirmation 
 
The pastor addresses the catechumens. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in 
the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, 
“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My 
Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also 
deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, 
to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you 
in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 
acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
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P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 
Word of God? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the 
Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 
faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, 
and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to 
death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and 
to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
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P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have 
received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and 
been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word 
and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his 

hands on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the 

forehead while saying: 
 

P Madi and Isaac, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has 

forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T 
everlasting. 

R Amen. 
 

Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 176 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

 

If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad to 
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LCMS, we ask that you refrain 
from Communion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest. 

 

Preface LSB 177 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us 
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Sit 

 

Distribution Hymns:   
 
“Wide Open Stand the Gates” LSB 639 
1 Wide open stand the gates adorned with pearl, 

    While round God’s golden throne 
The choirs of saints in endless circles curl, 
    And joyous praise the Son! 
They watch Him now descending 
    To visit waiting earth. 
The Lord of Life unending 
    Brings dying hope new birth! 

 

2 He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless: 
    “This is My flesh and blood!” 
He bids us eat and drink with thankfulness 
    This gift of holy food. 
All human thought must falter— 
    Our God stoops low to heal, 
Now present on the altar, 
    For us both host and meal! 

 

3 The cherubim, their faces veiled from light, 
    While saints in wonder kneel, 
Sing praise to Him whose face with glory bright 
    No earthly masks conceal. 
This sacrament God gives us 
    Binds us in unity, 
Joins earth with heav’n beyond us, 
    Time with eternity! 

Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808–72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002 
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“Just as I Am, without One Plea” LSB 570 
1 Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2 Just as I am and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Text: Public domain 

 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB 686 
1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
    May I still Thy goodness prove. 
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2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
    Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
    Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
    Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
    Interposed His precious blood. 

 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

    Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
    Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
    Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
    Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

    I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
    How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
    Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
    Me to realms of endless day. 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

“By Grace I’m Saved” LSB 566 
1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 

 
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

    Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 
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3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 
    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit 
    That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

 
4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
    What in His Word our God commands, 
Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 

 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 181 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
  

 
  
 

Closing Hymn:  “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All” LSB 613 
1 To Thee, omniscient Lord of all, 

In grief and shame I humbly call; 
    I see my sins against Thee, Lord, 
    The sins of thought and deed and word. 
They press me sore; I cry to Thee: 
O God, be merciful to me! 
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2 O Lord, my God, to Thee I pray: 
O cast me not in wrath away! 
    Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart, 
    But let Him draw to Thee my heart 
That truly penitent I be: 
O God, be merciful to me! 

 
3 O Jesus, let Thy precious blood 

Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 
    Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away, 
    But grant that justified I may 
Go to my house at peace with Thee: 
O God, be merciful to me! 

Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802–80; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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