OUR SAVIOR

LUTHERAN CHURCH

i

Sunday Divine Service 9:00am
Bible Study & Sunday School: 10:15am
1103 North Broad Street, Mankato, MN 56001
507.385.2180 | oslcmankato.org



At Our Savior Lutheran Church we Ilive to make Christ
known.

Monthly Memory Verse:
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert”
Isaiah 43:19

Welcome to Our Savior’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that you are
here to hear God’s Word and share His gifts with us. We thank God that
He comes to us again to forgive us our sins and prepare us for eternal life
today, and we are grateful that He has brought you here to be with us.

Each week we receive the Sacrament of the Altar where the Lord Jesus
comes to us with His body and blood for us to eat and drink. In this sacred
meal our Lord forgives our sins and strengthens us to live faithfully in
communion with Him and with each other. For us this is a family meal and
Christ’s expectations of us are important. If you are not an active participant
in the Our Savior’s family or one of our sister congregations in the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod we would ask you to join our family before sharing
this sacrament with us. For those not communing we would love for you
to join us at the table as a sign of Christian unity. Simply cross your arms
over your chest and our pastors will give you a blessing from the Lord. If
you have any questions about this or are new here our pastors would love

to talk with you. God bless youl!
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The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
September 13, 2026

Opening Hymn: “With the Lord Begin Your Task” LSB 869
1 With the Lord begin your task;
Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask;
Jesus will perfect it.
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise,
And when day is ended,
In His name then close your eyes;
Be to Him commended.

2 Let each day begin with prayer,

Praise, and adoration.

On the Lord cast ev’ry care;
He is your salvation.

Morning, evening, and at night
Jesus will be near you,

Save you from the tempter’s might,
With His presence cheer you.

3 With your Savior at your side,

Foes need not alarm you,

In His promises confide,
And no ill can harm you.

All your trust and hope repose
In the mighty Master,

Who in wisdom truly knows
How to stem disaster.

4 If your task be thus begun
With the Savior’s blessing,
Safely then your course will run,
Toward the promise pressing.
Good will follow ev’rywhere
While you here must wander;
You at last the joy will share
In the mansions yondet.



Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task
Be to You commended;
May Your will be done, I ask,

Until life is ended.
Jesus, in Your name begun

Be the day’s endeavor;
Grant that it may well be done

To Your praise forever.

Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, 1734, Waldenburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

Holy Baptism Avery James William Lemmon
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Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”” In the last chapter of
Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful
and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.
We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and
everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has
sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole wozld,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

How are you named?
Avery James Thomas Lemmon

Avery Lemmon, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your I+

forehead and upon your I+ heart to matk you as one redeemed by
Christ the crucified.

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You
condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to
Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight
souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the
Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground,
foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the
Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You
sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish
washing away of sin.



FEx

® @

® =

We pray that You would behold Avery according to Your boundless
mercy and bless him with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this
saving flood all sin in him, which has been inherited from Adam and
which he himself have committed since, would be drowned and die.
Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian
Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving
Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that,
with all believers in Your promise, he would be declared worthy of
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing
sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the
Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever
possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray
for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the
Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the
Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy
life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor.

Is it your intention to serve Avery as a sponsor in the Christian faith?
Yes, with the belp of God.

God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and
with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

Amen.

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but
the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it,
He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come
to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.
Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His
arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Avery, do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth?

Yes, I believe.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead?

Yes, I believe.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting?

Yes, I believe.

Avery, do you desire to be baptized?
Yes, I do.

Avery James William Lemmon, I baptize you in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all
your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life "I+ everlasting.

Amen.



Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the
robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand
without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the
inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is
the Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever
watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter
with Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
shall have no end.

In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven
in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’
name as our brother in Christ, that together we might hear His Word,
receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light.

Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You
that You graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted
Avery the new birth in Holy Baptism and made him a member of Your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We
humbly implore You that, as he has now become Your child, You
would keep him in his baptismal grace, that according to Your good
pleasure he may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and
honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the
promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of
the virgin Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our
care. Help us remember that we are all Your children and so love and
nurture him that he may attain to the full stature intended for him in
Your eternal kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father and mother
of this child and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift
You have given them. Enable them to be teachers and examples of
righteousness for their children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism
that they may share eternally with their children the salvation You have
given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Peace *I* be with you.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P) I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

8



Absolution LSB 185

Stand

Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P} TLet us pray.
O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend
Your Church; and because she cannot continue in safety without Your
aid, preserve her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Sit
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Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 17:8-16

8Then the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], °“Arise, go to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a
widow there to feed you.” 19So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when
he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks.
And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may
drink.” "And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring
me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12And she said, “As the LORD your God
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a
jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare
it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13And Elijah said to her,
“Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it
and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son.
4For thus says the LORD the God of Israel, “The jar of flour shall not be
spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends
rain upon the earth.” >And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he
and her household ate for many days. 'The jar of flour was not spent,
neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD
that he spoke by Elijah.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 146

Praise | the LORD!*
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2] will praise the LORD as long | as I live;*
I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being.

3Put not your trust in | princes,*
in a son of man, in whom there is no sal- | vation.
“When his breath departs he returns | to the earth;*
on that very day his plans | perish.

>Blessed is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | LORD his God,

6who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is | in them,*

who keeps faith for- | ever;
"who executes justice for | the oppressed,*

who gives food to the | hungty.
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The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the | righteous.
?The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the | fatherless,*
but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.

10The LORD will reign for- | ever,*
your God, O Zion, to all generations. | Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle Galatians 5:25—6:10

25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 20L.et us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

1Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you
too be tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
3For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. 4But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will
be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. SFor each will have to bear his
own load.

®One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who
teaches. "Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows,
that will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the
flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season
we will reap, if we do not give up. 1°So then, as we have opportunity, let us
do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of
faith.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”,
“Tis So Sweet to Trust In Jesus” Judd Schultz, vocal solo

Stand
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Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 6:24—34

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.

o) |
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O  Lord.

24[Jesus said:] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and money.

25*“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat
or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life
more than food, and the body more than clothing? 2Look at the birds of the
air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you
by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 22 And why are you
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, ??yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 3'But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? 3'Therefore do not be anxious, saying, “What
shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” 32For the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.

34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
ﬂ L | | L
e |
Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life "I+ of the world
to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day: “What God Ordains Is Always Good” LSB 760

1

What God ordains is always good:
His will is just and holy.
As He directs my life for me,
I follow meek and lowly.
My God indeed
In ev’ry need
Knows well how He will shield me;
To Him, then, I will yield me.

What God ordains is always good:
He never will deceive me;
He leads me in His righteous way,
And never will He leave me.
I take content
What He has sent;
His hand that sends me sadness
Will turn my tears to gladness.
14



3 What God ordains is always good:
His loving thought attends me;
No poison can be in the cup
That my physician sends me.
My God is true;
Each morning new
I trust His grace unending,
My life to Him commending.

4 What God ordains is always good:
He is my friend and Father;
He suffers naught to do me harm
Though many storms may gather.
Now I may know
Both joy and woe;
Someday I shall see clearly
That He has loved me dearly.

5  What God ordains is always good:
Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
I take it without shrinking.
For after grief
God gives relief,
My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.

6 What God ordains is always good:
This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm,
For with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God I yield me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
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Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

spir-it.
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If you are an active participant at Our Savior or a sister congregation, we are glad o
commune with you today. If you are not a part of the LLCNMS, we ask that you refrain
Sfrom Commmunion. As a sign of our common Christian fellowship If you would like to
receive a blessing, please come to the table and cross your arms over your chest.
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P} Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P}  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

0 |

I —— T I T — I ]

%[1 1 i 1 T 1 o = v:i ]
\ [ \ ! \

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the

o) | ‘
i E Iy | IT I —T1 1 |
[IANa V. | 1] | 1 ] I I T [#) 1 © 1 |
!) I | | T I [ | | —
glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.
The Words of Our Lotd LSB 197
Pax Domini 1.SB 197
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution Hymns:

“Consider How the Birds Above” LSB 736
1 Consider how the birds above
Feed day by day with carefree ease—
Does God not keep them in His love?
Are we not worth much more than these?

2 'The lilies grow, they do not toil;
How fair is their fragility—
If God clothes these, which quickly spoil,
Will He not clothe both you and me?

3 Set not your heart on food or drink,
Nor be weighed down by worldly care;
About such things the godless think,
Yet never thank the Lord in prayer.

4 Be on your guard against all greed,
For life is more than what we own.
Our Father knows our ev’ry need
Before our needs to us are known.

5  Be not afraid to suffer loss
Of all the things for which you pray,
For He who faced for you the cross
Will give you strength to live each day.

6 Seeck first God’s reign, His boundless grace,
His holy name in all you do:
Christ first and last in ev’ry place;
All else will then be given you.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110003002
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“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”

1

ref

A4

Gracious God, You send great blessings
New each morning all our days.

For Your mercies never ending,
For Your love we offer praise. Refrain

Lord, we pray that we, Your people
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim,

Through the sharing of Your blessings
May bring glory to Your name.

By Your Word You formed creation
Filled with creatures large and small;
As we tend that endless treasure
May our care encircle all. Refrain

In His earthly life, our Savior

Knew the care of faithful friends;
May our deeds of dedication

Offer love that never ends. Refrain

Heav’nly Father, may our caring
Bear the imprint of Your grace;
With the Son and Holy Spirit,

Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”

1

We walk by faith and not by sight,
No gracious words we hear

From Him who spoke as none ¢’er spoke,
But we believe Him near.

We may not touch His hands and side,
Nor follow where He trod;

But in His promise we rejoice
And cry “My Lord and God!”

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
And may our faith abound

To call on You when You are near
And seek where You are found.
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For You, O resurrected Lotd,
Are found in means divine:
Beneath the water and the Word,
Beneath the bread and wine.

Lord, when our life of faith is done,
In realms of clearer light

We may behold You as You are,
With full and endless sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.
Text: Public domain

“Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”

1

ref

Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior,

Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,

By them my hungty soul is fed. Refrain

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
I live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.

No hell I fear, and thus securely
With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort €’er is near. Refrain

My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.

With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003002

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lotd lift up His countenance upon you and *I* give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

1 In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Text: Public domain
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